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           Official Newsletter 
   of 
         Marathon Garden Club 
 

      

Letter  from the 
President 

 
Merry Christmas!  Once 
again we are getting 
ready for the holidays 
and the Marathon    
Garden Club is a hive 
of activity.  Our Fall 

Festival was a great success and many 
thanks to our volunteers.  Special thanks to 
Linnea Cunningham, Loi Baltes, Dale 
Chorebanian, Barbara Driscoll, Toni Appell, 
and Mary Ann Worthington, and Laurie 
Reeves for their work inside and outside.   
Also thanks to our gift shop crew: Bea     
Murphy, Mary Ann Gorlitz, Virginia Leier,     
Arlene Keeney.  There were also so many 
others who worked on Friday to help set up 
and Saturday to clean up...THANK YOU ALL. 
 
Some things that we are currently working 
on: having three trees trimmed/removed in 
the nursery and garden area; all houses have 
been secured for the house and garden tour 
in March; 2013 Nominating committee is set 
to meet, front doors will be repaired, shutters 
need to be removed.  So again, lots going 
on. 
 
REMINDER:  Make your reservations for the 
Garden club Christmas Dinner at Key Colony 
Inn.  The dinner (with mortgage burning    
ceremony) is Friday, December 14 and is 
$40/per person which includes a drink and 
buffet.  Guests are welcome.  Cut off for   
reservations is December 7.  Call me with 
questions (289-9537) or email me at       
rosebillthomas@yahoo.com 
 

Centennial Bank is looking for bell ringer   
volunteers for the Salvation Army.  One hour 
shifts in front of Publix.  If you can help,   
contact Melissa Grady at 305-743-3113. 
 
Our trip to R F Orchids in Homestead is 
Tuesday, February 5.  We will leave the   
garden club at 8 am.  Cost is $35 for club 
members and $40 for non members.  This 
includes lunch.  Sign up sheet will be      
available at the December meeting.  We can 
only take 32 people on the bus! 
 
Lastly, don't forget the January Jamboree.  
Get those rummage sale items ready to go.  
Please make sure they are clean, not torn or 
damaged.  We will NOT take any electronics.  
Items need to be dropped off the last week in 
January.  Please do not drop them off earlier, 
as we have rentals and no place to store the 
items. 
 
See you all at the Christmas Party.  Have a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

            
 

 

December 14, 2012 Christmas Party - 6 pm 
 

January 26, 2013 January Jamboree 
 

February 5, 2013 Trip to RF Orchids 
 

March 2, 2013 House & Garden Tour & Art 
Show 

Rosemary Thomas 
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First Vice President’s Report  
 

 The December General Meeting will 
be held at the Garden Club on Friday,       
December 21st at 1:00 PM.  Refreshments 
will be served. There will not be a Christmas 
luncheon this year since we are having a 
Christmas Party December 14th. 
 Please plan on joining us for a very 
interesting presentation on the “History of the 
Poinsettia” by our very own Linnea          
Cunningham, past President, horticulturist 
and Master Gardner.  Linnea will also        
discuss the basics of floral design and 
demonstrate using Poinsettias in simple    
designs for your home.  
 We will have several designs to raffle.  
I look forward to seeing you. Happy Holidays! 

Mary Ann Worthington 
 

Fall Festival Report 
 
 It all started last year, propagating 
new plants in the nursery, fertilizing,         
trimming, watering and decreasing the snails, 
slugs and insects which like plant leaves.  
Then on Friday, the 23rd, a dependable crew 
arrived to erect the two tents and carry all the 
plants to the sales area. Bill Thomas, Joe 
and Claudia Hamrick, Neil Ericsson, Scarlet 
Duffy, Lauren and Fran Spinelli, Carl and 
Nancy Miller, Bob and Virginia Leier, Judy 
Shaw, Laurie Reeves, Cheryl Burke and Dick 
Cunningham worked together to put the tent 
poles together, add the canvas and raise the 
entire structures on the count of three.  Next 
came the challenge of setting up the shelves, 
looking out for exposed nails and deciphering 
the letters on the back of the shelves. Moving 
the plants from the nursery to the far corner 
of the parking lot took time and energy.  The 
shouts rang out, “Where does this go?”  The 
names of the men are mentioned first        
because their height and muscles were 
needed for the heavy lifting.  It took until 2:30 
PM to have the plants grouped and priced.  
This describes Friday! 
 At 7:00 AM on Saturday the vendors 
appeared and began to set up their tents and 
tables.  Laurie set out the money boxes and 

at 9:00 AM the buying began.  Thanks to 
Monroe County Master Gardeners Judy 
Shaw, Scarlet Duffy, Jane Byland and Linnea 
most of the buyer’s questions were            
answered. Nancy and Carl Miller manned the 
Membership table, while Sande Neiditz,   
Germaine Main and Toni Appell gathered  
donations for the Scholarship Raffle.  The 
Hospitality Wagon from Centennial Bank with 
Melissa Grady and Ray Lamy started grilling 
before lunch and the yummy aroma put every 
one in the mood for a hot dog or hamburger.  
Dennis Wooten collected money for the food.  
Fran Spinelli, Laurie Reeves and Claudia 
Hamrick carefully counted the money as 
plants were selected for purchase.  Later in 
the afternoon Riet Steinmetz and Mary     
Salinger assisted under the plant tent. 
Through out the day Dennis Driscoll, Bob 
Murphy, Neil Ericsson and Dick Cunningham 
directed parking.  At 4:00 PM another big job 
was tackled by the members and their     
partners as the unsold plants were piled into 
wheel barrows and moved back into safety 
behind the fence.  The tents came down 
piece by piece, shelves were dismantled and 
put back into the storage sheds.  By this time 
every one had aching backs and was happy 
for engineering a successful day. 
 Inside the building the Bake Sale and 
Christmas rummage sale were in full swing.  
Barbara Driscoll, Dale Chorebanian, Toni  
Appell, Barbara Wright and Diane Mahl 
worked with the tasty food and Mary Ann 
Worthington ran the Christmas sale.  Loi  
Baltes organized the vendors. 
 The approximate income for the day: 
            Vendors   $ 650 
            Lunch          136 
            Rummage   371 
            Bkd Gds      340 
            Plants        1016 
   Total          $  2,513  
           Scholarship Raffle   $ 301 
A very deep and strong thank you to 
every person who assisted with the 
Fall Fest!  The Marathon Garden Club 
team approach made it a fruitful and 
fun day.          Linnea Cunningham 
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Minutes of Membership Meeting  
 

November 16, 2012 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. 
by President Rosemary Thomas. 
The Invocation was given by Nancy Miller. 
Rosemary led the members in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
Phyllis Schewe introduced three members 
from the Upper Keys Garden Club and three 
from the Key West Garden Club.   She also 
acknowledged 7 guests, one new member—
Diane Mahl-- and a returning member-
Georgette Buchanan. 
Rosemary thanked Dale Chorebanian,     
Barbara Driscoll and Dee Murphy for serving 
as hostesses and Diane Mahl and Phyllis 
Schewe for being greeters. 
Fran Spinelli, Recording Secretary, read the 
minutes from the October membership  
meeting held on October 19th.  Mary Ann 
Worthington made a motion to accept the 
minutes as read with a second from Diane 
van Beuren.  Passed. 
Laurie Reeves announced that Treasurer’s 
Report was available for anyone wanting to 
see it.  She requested members needing 
cash boxes for the Fall Festival to let her 
know today. 
Loi Baltes, Chair of the Fall Festival,          
announced that the shifts for that day will be 
9-1 and 1-4. Husbands are needed to help 
with the parking. 
Dale Chorebanian and Barbara Driscoll will 
be in charge of the bake sale.  They would 
like members to bring in their baked items 
between 10 and 2 on Friday, the 23rd. They 
requested that members label their items, 
especially noting the inclusion of nuts.  They 
would also like the larger items to be cut up 
and individually wrapped.  
Rosemary asked for gently used Christmas 
decorations to be donated between 10 and 1 
on Monday, the 19th of November.  They will 
be sold at the Fall Festival.  
She also has the sign-up sheet for the   
Christmas/Mortgage Burning Party at Key 
Colony Inn on December 14 ready. It will be 
in the lobby for members to sign-up.  The 

cost is $40 per person payable when signing 
up. 
Rosemary announced the trip to RF Orchids 
in Homestead on February 5th, 2013. She 
has secured a 32 passenger bus which will 
leave the Garden Club at 8 a.m. that day.  
Cost is $35 for members and $40 for non-
members. This includes a tour of the gardens 
and a box lunch.  Sign-up will begin next 
month. Money must accompany your        
signature. 
Rosemary has appointed a Nominating  
Committee.  Betsy Philipps and Bonnie     
Eldridge will be co-chairmen.  Other       
members are Scarlett Duffy, Roberta Hearn, 
Sandra Neiditz and Janie Byland.  
Cindy Wooten, 2nd Vice President is very ill.  
She would appreciate correspondence from 
members sent to her home in Duck Key or 
via e-mail. 
Robin Robinson from the Key West Garden 
Club announced that the club was selling two 
books—Plants in Paradise and Native Trees 
of the Florida Keys.  The cost for each is $20, 
and they will be available in our gift shop. 
Alene Teynor, Librarian, passed out a list of 
books available in our club library and urged 
members to read them. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 
Mary Ann Worthington, 1st Vice President, 
then introduced Phil Iloo as our speaker.  His 
topic was Decorating  with Orchids. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Frances Spinelli,  Recording Secretary   

 

Phil Iloo of 
Stelmar 
Gardens 
in Miami 

designing 
with  

Orchids 

 

Photos 
By  

Mary Ann 
Worthington 
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Photos by Susie Ley 

 

Many Thanks to ALL the volunteers  
who made the Fall Fest a success! 
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We appreciate the  
participation of our  

great vendors, some of 
whom are shown here. 

Above, one of 
our happy young  

customers. 
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    Mark your Calendar 
 

Wed. Dec. 12  MGC Board Meeting 9 am 
Fri. Dec. 14  Christmas Party at Key Colony 
      Inn.  (See President’s letter page 1) 
Sat. Dec. 15  Plant Clinic  9 am - noon 
Fri. Dec. 21 MGC Membership Meeting 1 pm 
     Program:  Linnea Cunningham “History and     
  Designing with Poinsettias” 
Wed. Jan 9  MGC Board Meeting 9 am 
Fri. Jan 18 MGC Membership Meeting 1 pm 
    Program: “Bromeliad Propagation” by Jackie  
           Thomas 
Sat. Jan 19 Plant Clinic 9 am - noon 
Saturday, Jan. 26 January Jamboree 8:30-3 
Tues. Feb 5 Field Trip to R F Orchids  
Fri. Mar 1  Preview Reception by Watercolor 
Artists: Judith Conner, Julie Joyce, Ann Lynch 
    & Betty Rondeau at the Garden Club. 
Sat. Mar 2  House & Garden Tour  Plus Art 
Show 10 am - 4 pm.  Watch for details in    
January. 
Sun. Mar 3 Art Show.  Hours to be announced 
 

White Heron Award  

 On November 15th Judy Shaw (shown 
on the left) presented the Marathon Garden 
Club’s White Heron Award to Patty Philcox, 
manager of the new Walgreens store at 5271 
O/S Highway.  Walgreens was recognized for 
their beautification of Marathon and attractive 
landscaping.  Photo by Scarlett Duffy 

Membership Report 
 

Welcome back to all of our members. 
It was great to see everyone at the           
November meeting and great to welcome a 
large number of guests who expressed    
interest in becoming members. 
 Welcome back to returning members 
Georgette Buchanan and Mary Salinger. 
Glad you can be with us again.  We also 
welcome new members, Susie Ley and   
Linda Turner!  (We don’t have Linda’s photo yet.) 

Just a reminder, dues for the 2013 
year will be invoiced to all current members 
in January.  As of our November Board 
Meeting, a new dues format was passed. A 
family membership is now available to    
husband/wife or member & significant other. 
Both must reside at the same address.  
Family membership is $65.00. Individual  
remains at $40.00. 
 Hope to see everyone at our first 
ever Holiday Dinner on December 14th 
and at our regular December meeting      
December 21st at 1pm at the garden center. 
                                          by Phyllis Schewe 

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB 
 Located at 5270 Overseas Hwy. 

Near Mile Marker 50 in Marathon, Florida 
     Phone 305-743-4971 

WWW.MarathonGardenClub.org 
Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 500826 

Marathon, FL 33050-0826 
Member of 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII 

**************************** 
For Rentals, Contact Virginia @ 305-289-2277 

 or mobile phone: 305-304-1859 
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441or 

E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com 

     Georgette           Mary         Susan (Susie) 
     Buchanan         Salinger               Ley 


