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           Official Newsletter 
   of 
         Marathon Garden Club 
 

      

 

President’s Letter - 
March, 2012 

 
Dear Members, 
 
THANK YOU!  This 
huge thank you is for all 
the volunteers at the 

House & Garden Tour and Flower Show.  
What an amazing event.  Over 85% of our 
members had some part in this spectacular 
day.  We had over 700 guests and revenues 
of over $18,000 before expenses; perhaps 
the best House Tour results ever and this 
great success was due to all of you. 
 
Special Thanks to: Pat Dean, Phyllis 
Schewe, Claudia Hamrick, Nancy Miller, 
Mary Ann Worthington, Betsy Philipps for 
their great leadership on this event.  It really 
does take a ‘village’ to pull off an all day 
event like this and these folks really worked 
for months to make it happen.  Thanks also 
to every volunteer at the Garden Club and at 
the properties the day of the event. 
 
Feedback from our guests: “best tour ever”; 
“loved the flower designs”; “loved that the 
properties were all so different’’; “liked the 
fact that they were close so we could walk”; 
“great to be able to see your garden club and 
relax there”. 
 
Now that our events for the season are      
finished, the board is already planning next 
season.  The survey results (thanks to all 
who completed the survey; 40 returns) were 
very clear on what our members like and 
want:  

1)  Horticulture and landscaping programs  
2) Holiday workshop with something to 

take home (wreath, table decoration) 
3)  Social activity to get to know everyone 
4)  Trip to Redlands to visit growers 

 
With these results in mind we will work on 
programs, workshops, and a day trip that fit 
your requests.  We are also adding a    
Christmas Event to our calendar.  The event 
will be held in the evening at a restaurant and 
will not involve any work for us!  Stay tuned 
for more details. 
 
Again, thanks to everyone for a great House 
& Garden Tour and Flower Show! 

 
Rosemary Thomas 

 

First Vice President’s Report 
 

by Mary Ann Worthington    
 

 The February monthly meeting was 
presented by Carolyne Coppolo of Redland 
Organic Herb & Vegetable Farm. Her        
entertaining lecture covered what it takes to 
have a successful garden in the Keys.     
Carolyne and Dean, her chef husband, offer 
cooking and growing workshops at their farm 
in Homestead. You can visit their website at 
www.redlandorganicherbfarm.com   
 This month we welcome Robin     
Robinson – author, journalist and master  
gardener. She resides in Key West on 7 
acres with ocean view gardens and writes a 
regular column on horticulture for the Key 
West Garden Club. 
  

(continued on page 2) 
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(1st VP Report - continued from page 1) 
 Robin will speak with great              
enthusiasm about the benefits of natives, 
planting what nature intended in the           
environment and her new book, “Roots, 
Rocks and Rain: Native Trees of the Florida 
Keys”.  Please mark your calendar for 1:00 
p.m., Friday, March 16th. You may want to 
arrive a little early for social time. 
 Thank you to everyone for a stellar 
effort culminating in a hugely successful 
House Tour and Flower Show. I appreciate 
everyone’s hard work.  

2nd Vice President’s Report 
 

by Cindy Wooten 
 

 This month we are featuring a Mosaic 
 Worship under the direction of Steve and 
Fran Showerman.  The program will be a two 
morning event and will be held March 13 
and March 21, 2012 from 9:30 am to 1:00 
pm at the club.  
 We will work on a small/medium terra 
cotta container, which will be provided.  
Please bring your own tile and/or decorative 
items to use in your mosaic design.  Mastic 
and grout will be provided by the club. 
 I am including a list of tools needed for 
this project.  Please mark your tools with your 
initials.  The cost of tools can add up,        
depending on what you have on hand.  
Therefore, we invite participants to share 
tools, if possible. 
 
Mosaic Workshop Tool List: 
 
Small hammer  Scorer w/ blades 
Nippers (spring loaded) Nut or Dental pick 
Table knife   Tweezers 
Exacta knife   Level   
Tile cutter    
 
 The cost for this workshop is $20.00 
and there are still openings to participate.  
Please register at the Gift Shop.  Should you 
have any questions, please contact Cindy 
Wooten (305)289-7700.  
 
 

Membership Report 
  

 We are delighted to welcome several 
new members this month as well as returning 
members.  Phyllis Schewe will be at the club 
at 12:30 prior to the March 16 monthly   
meeting to take your renewals.  Membership 
remains at $40.00.  Thanks in advance. 
 We now have a photo of Trish 
McGrath, introduced previously.  Other new 
members are Maryann Sprinkle-Neigh, Billie 
McGuire and Duke Martin who are all full 
time residents of Marathon!  Also welcome 
back to Janet Oechsle, who didn’t have a 
chance to join us last year.  She is in town 
from December - April and in NY the rest of 
the year.  Please welcome new & returning 
members: 

   
photo 

not 
available 

 
 
     
 

NURSERY SALE 
 

From 9 to 10:30 every Thursday Morning 
 The Marathon Garden Club Nursery 
has small plants, large plants, drought       
resistant plants and plants not found at Home 
Depot.  Bromeliads are $5 dollars. These 
plants can live in sun or shade, have colored 
leaves and flowers and add sculptural    
structure to the garden.   Stop by and find a 
plant!  Or phone Linnea (305-743-2008) to 
ask for a specific 
plant. 

  Trish             Maryann             Duke     Billie 
McGrath      Sprinkle-Neigh      Martin       McGuire   

    Janet 
   Oechsle   
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Minutes of Membership Meeting  
 

 

February 17, 2012 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 
1:10 p.m. by President Rosemary Thomas at 
the Club. 
 The Invocation was given by Chaplain 
Nancy Miller.  It was followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 Rosemary thanked Head Hostess 
Nancy Miller and her assistants Dale 
Chorebanian, Donna Wells, and Mary Ann 
Gorlitz as well as Connie Miola for her floral 
design. She also thanked the Eldridges for 
their efforts in keeping the Clubhouse clean 
and repaired and Bea and Don Murphy for 
painting the desk and chair and adding new 
desktop organizers. 
 A motion was made by Donna Ryan 
and seconded by Joanne Karakourtis to    
dispense with the reading of last month’s 
minutes.   
 Treasurer Laurie Reeves reported that 
she had revised her report to the Board     
because of several omitted deposits.  The 
Fall Festival came in above budget            
expectations and the January Jamboree    
below. Combined total  revenue for the two 
events was a plus $300 over budget. She  
reminded members that the revenue from the 
House Tour pays our mortgage, so sell those 
tickets! 
 A questionnaire about members’     
interests was passed out.  The answers will 
be used at the next Board meeting’s planning 
session. 
 Rosemary asked for people to        
volunteer to help with the House and Garden 
Tour on March 3rd.  She read a list of         
requirements for volunteers prepared by Pat 
Dean, Chair. She asked that we put our best 
forward to deal with our guests. 
 Friday  evening,  March 2nd, there will 
be a wine and cheese preview party for the 
Flower Show from 5 until 6:30. It is free to 
Garden Club members, but they must obtain 
a complementary ticket from Nancy Miller or 
at the Gift Shop.  Tickets are $10 for all    
others. 

 The Schewes are in charge of parking 
the day of the House Tour.  There will be no 
parking in front of the Garden Club at all.  
Workers should carpool and/or park away 
from the houses on tour in the lot available or 
on parallel streets. 
 A motion to adjourn at 1:40 p.m. was 
made by Germaine Main and seconded by 
Diane van Beuren. 
 Mary Ann Worthington introduced the 
speaker, Carolyn Coppola from Redland   
Organic Herb Farm.  Her topic was “The Ten 
Commandments for Growing Herbs and  
Veggies in the Florida Keys”. She brought 
potted herbs to sell.  Also, her Haitian friend 
brought homemade jams and relishes from 
local produce to sell. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Frances Spinelli,  Recording Secretary  
  
 

Flower Show Winners  
 

 Congratulations to everyone who 
participated!  In my book you are all        
winners; you helped make it a beautiful 
show.  Special thanks to all the members 
who exhibited their exquisite plants and 
made  designs.  Thanks to my wonderful co-
chair, Mary Ann Worthington, who wrote the 
Schedule, recruited the designers, spent 
hours working on the Show and still found 
time to make 3 designs.  Congratulations, 
Mary Ann for earning the top awards for   
both Table Artistry and Designer’s Choice!
 There were many blue ribbons in the 
Horticulture Division.  Awards of Merit  were 
presented to Judy Shaw for her Bromeliad, to 
Connie Miola for her succulent and to Sandy 
White for her fabulous orchid.  Connie’s plant 
also won the Award of Horticultural            
Excellence. 
 Thanks to Roberta Hearn, Alene   
Teynor and Rodelyn Knevitt for sharing   
photos shown on pages 4, 5  6.  We are also 
grateful to the many volunteers who         
supported the show in countless other ways.  
We couldn’t have done it without you. 

Nancy Miller 
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There’s No Place Like Home … 
In the Florida Keys 

 

Flower Show Photos 

 

Everyone who had a chance to sample Ali 
Adams’ Shaggy Dog Cookies at the House 
Tour thought they were terrific.  Ali says she 
likes the recipe she found on 
www.cooks.com because it is quick and 
easy to make, requires no baking and can 
be frozen for later use if you store them in 
zip lock bags.  
 

Ingredients: 
1 stick butter 
1 cup sugar 
1/2 cup chopped dates 

1 beaten egg 
1 cup chopped nuts 
2 cups Rice Krispies 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
Shredded Coconut 
 
Instructions: 
Melt butter, add sugar, dates, egg and 
chopped nuts.  Boil this slowly for 10 
minutes.  Add 2 cups Rice Krispies and    
vanilla.  Cool.  Make into small balls with 
hands.  Roll in coconut. 

Recipe for Shaggy Dog Cookies  

(Above) Toni Smith’s Blue Ribbon Tray for  
“Breakfast in Bed”.  

All trays in this category were placed in homes  
on the tour after judging. 

(Above) Germaine Main’s second place tray,  
showcased on the bed of a home on the tour. 

Patti Soper had the best capsule table design 
for “Supper on the Veranda”. 

Mary Ann 
Worthington 

not only won the 
blue ribbon  for 

the  
Exhibition Type I 

Table Design, 
for her      

presentation of 
St. Patrick’s Day 
in “Home for the 

Holidays”, 
 she was also 
awarded the  

National Garden 
Club Award for 

Table Artistry for 
the design on 

the right. 

See page 5 for more flower show photos 



5 

 

A Sample of Blue Ribbon Winners 
In the Horticulture Division 

 
 
 
 

Left: Afrie King’s  
Begonia rex 

Judy Shaw’s Cryptanthus ‘Black Mystic’ 
won the Award of Merit in the  

Bromeliad Section. 

 
 

Sandy White’s 
spectacular 

Phaius  
tankervillae 

orchid won the 
Award of Merit 
in the orchid 

section. 

Connie Miola’s Crassula Echeveria  
‘Blue Glauca’ received the  

Award of Merit in the Succulent Section and 
the Award for Horticultural Excellence. 

Right: Germaine Main’s  
Crassula Runyonii ‘Topsy Turvy’ 

Scarlett Duffy’s 
Cactus  

Pseudoripsalis 
ramulosa, var. 
‘angustissma’ 

Janie Byland’s  Bromeliad         
Tillandsia Xerographica 

Virginia Leier’s Hoya 
Carnosa variegata 

Fran Spinelli’s 
 Prayer Plant 

Laurie Reeves’ hybrid 
‘Obake’ Anthurium Cindy Wooten’s 

 African Violet 
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Mark your Calendar 
 

 
Tues., Mar. 13 MGC Mosaic Workshop, part 1 
with  Steve and Fran Showerman 9:30 am - 1 pm 
(see 2nd VP;   p. 2) 
 

Fri., Mar. 16 MGC Monthly Meeting 1 pm 
 
Mar. 17 & 18 Metropolitan Miami Flower Show 
at Miami Elks Lodge, 10301 SW 72nd Street 
(Sunset Drive), Miami 
 
Wed., Mar. 21 Mosaic Workshop, part 2.  9:30 
- 1:00 
 
Wed., Apr. 11  Board Meeting 9 am 
 
Note: Check our website, 
www.MarathonGardenClub.org to  
see the video made when Mike Puto 
interviewed Rosemary & Betsy 

<><><><><> 
 
 

Join the Garden Groomers  
on Thursday mornings.  

 
 

Flower Show Photos , Continued 
 

Linnea Cunningham received a blue ribbon 
for her rendition of “Wrap Around Porch” 
shown below.  This design was staged in a 

white niche. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On the left is Pat  
Greeley’s presentation 
of ”Fireside”, a    
Sculptural Form      
Design on a Pedestal.  
Pat received the blue 
ribbon in this class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Right:  Mary Ann 
Worthington’s mono-
botanic     design, 
“All in the Family” 
was made     entirely 
from plant material 
in the palm family.  
This design received 
a blue  ribbon and 
the National Garden 
Club “Designer’s 
Choice Award. 

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB 
 Located at 5270 Overseas Hwy. 

Near Mile Marker 50 in Marathon, Florida 
     Phone 305-743-4971 

WWW.MarathonGardenClub.org 
Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 500826 

Marathon, FL 33050-0826 
Member of 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII 

**************************** 
For Rentals, Contact Virginia @ 305-289-2277 

 or mobile phone: 305-304-1859 
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441or 

E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com 


