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Letter from the
President
Dear
Garden
Members,

care of the grounds while we are all gone
and to Virginia and Jeri for managing the
rentals.

Club

Enjoy your summer and we’ll see you all in
the Fall.

Things in the
Keys are getting very
quiet and hopefully all
of you who have left, traveled safely.

Update regarding Grant Status
Yesterday (May 31) I spoke with CJ & Loretta
Geotis.
You, no doubt, remember they
completed our TDC Grant Application for
advertising dollars for our 2013 House Tour
& Art Show. I am extremely happy to report
that the Garden Club has been awarded
$10,000!

The garden and the building are in great
shape: everything fertilized, trimmed, treated;
storm shutters in place. Let’s hope it’s a
quiet summer. Although the rental business
has been busy, so there will be activity in the
club.

So now we can rest easy during the summer,
knowing that we will be able to promote our
biggest fund raiser. The next steps for the
Geotis’ on our behalf will be development of
an advertising and public relations plan.

This issue of Seeds will be shorter. We just
want to again thank everyone for a great year
and say that we appreciate everything you do
for the Marathon Garden Club.
As I mentioned at the April luncheon, we
have chairpersons for all events, we have
hired a grant writer to do the TDC Grant for
the house tour advertising and to do the
publicity and advertising for this event. The
House & Garden Tour in 2013 will also
include an Art Show sponsored by the artists
who donate prints for our raffle; details on
this will be available in the Fall. The Board
met in May and outlined a list of projects that
will be done in the future (after the mortgage
is paid off) to insure that our building stays in
good repair.

November 24, 2012 Fall Festival
December 14, 2012 Christmas Party
January 26, 2013 January Jamboree
March 2, 2013 House & Garden Tour & Art
Show

So I will close my brief letter by wishing
everyone a safe and healthy summer.
Thanks to the garden groomers for taking

Rosemary Thomas
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MGC Scholarship Awarded

encompasses the purpose of the Marathon
Garden Club which is to educate and
promote the activities listed above and to
instill in our youth a love of gardening and a
respect for the earth. Ali Adams, Scholarship
Committee member, presented the award to
Paul. Let us all congratulate him and support
his progress toward his goal.

At Class Night, Tuesday June 5, 2012,
Paul Acosta received a $1,000 scholarship
from the Marathon Garden Club.
Paul
graduated from Marathon High School and
plans to get his degree in Environmental
Science with a minor in Photography. He will
begin at Florida Keys Community College
and finish at a State University.
He has earned over 800 Community
Service Hours by helping out with Marathon
Parks and Recreation, Stanley Switlik VPK
Program, Coastal Clean-Up, Relay for Life,
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
plus many more community activities. His
favorite has been helping with the Stanley
Switlik children. Paul says that “By helping
the little kids I felt as if I was working in
creating the future”.
In his essay on why he chose these
two courses of study, Paul wrote that he is
fascinated by the various forms of Keys wild
life and its unique eco-system. He wants to
help other people enjoy our natural
environment and to preserve it for future
generations. He also enjoys playing tennis.

by Linnea Cunningham
<><><><><><><><><><><>

NURSERY SALE
9 to 10:30 every Thursday Morning
The Marathon Garden Club Nursery
has small plants, large plants, drought
resistant plants and plants not found at Home
Depot. Orange Bird of Paradise are $5.
These plants prefer full sun. Stop by and find
a plant! Or phone Linnea (305-743-2008) to
ask for a specific plant.

<><><><><><><><><><><>

CONSERVATION PLEDGE
Ali Adams, MGC Scholarship Committee
Member, congratulates Paul Acosta

I pledge to protect and conserve
the natural resources of the Planet
Earth and promise to promote
education so we may become
caretakers of our air, water,
forests, land and wildlife.

Each year the Marathon Garden Club
awards a Scholarship to a student who will
be majoring in the field of horticulture,
botany, floral design, landscape design,
earth/marine sciences or conservation of
natural resources.
This
scholarship
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BEAUTIFICATION AT THE MARATHON AIRPORT
Monroe County Master Gardeners and Airport personnel met about two months ago
and planned a new landscape for the entrance to the Marathon Airport. Judy Shaw and
Scarlett Duffy, Master Gardeners, and Reggie Paros, Manny Collazo and Kenneth Lohlein
from the Airport surveyed the entrance to the building. They saw short weedy plants, debris
on the ground, some erosion of top soil, empty spaces and a few beautiful plants and trees
which would be saved in the future landscaping. Several Bananas, Palms and a white
Plumeria, plus large Sagos would make the tropical environment dramatic. More texture and
color were required to give the area impact and continuity.
Creating a list of tropical plants and their location in the ground was the task of the
Master Gardeners. Reggie Paros, Airport Manager, would keep the landscape plan within his
budget. Manny Collazo, Airport Maintenance Manager and Kenneth Lohlein, Sr. Maintenance
Technician would plan the logistics of the landscaping layout.
On Friday morning, May 11, 2012, the plants arrived and
were unloaded with the help of Manny Collazo, Kenneth Lohlein,
Judy Shaw, Linnea Cunningham and 2 volunteers from the
Monroe County Jail. It took time to unload 174 plants which
included 7 large Pigmy Date Palms in heavy 25 gallon pots.
These trees were a challenge to move because of weight and
sharp spines. After several stabs and head bumps the trees were
lifted into the enclosed landscape area.
The next challenge was to find
the perfect place for each plant. Judy
moved the plants around and viewed
the layout from various locations. A
large pipe designated for removal
delayed planting in an area by the
door. Before lunch most of the larger
trees were planted and the smaller plants were in location. It took
several more days of digging to install all the plants in the ground.
Thanks to cooperation and beautification planning, the
entrance to the Airport will no longer be ho-hum. Eyes of
pedestrians will be drawn to the colorful Crotons, Crown of
Thorns, Jamaican
Poinsettia
and
Euphorbia punicea.
Beautiful green Singapore Holly and native
Coon-tie will add deep green contrasts to the
area. Let’s give recognition and thanks to this
beautification endeavor.
[Editor’s note: The Master Gardeners who
contributed to this project are all members of
the Marathon Garden Club!]
Many thanks to Linnea Cunningham for
contributing the photos and story.
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Minutes of Membership Meeting

Mary Ann Worthington. Approved.
A presentation about the propagation,
care and uses of bamboo followed. It was
given by Gary Rich from Miami.

April 20, 2012

The Annual Luncheon Meeting was
called to order by President Rosemary
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas at 11:40 a.m. at Key Colony Inn.
Frances Spinelli, Recording Secretary
Rosemary welcomed members and six
guests.
Mark your Calendar
A motion to approve the minutes as
published in Seeds for Thought was made by
Doris Shinn and seconded by Cindy Wooten. Friday, October 19th is the first meeting of
the fall season.
The motion was approved.
Rosemary announced the events
planned for next season and the members The District XII Fall Meeting is Oct. 22nd!
who will chair them. Loi Baltes and Linnea
Notes:
Cunningham will chair the Fall Festival; Jan
Oeschle will be in charge of getting the Nancy Miller had the pleasure of judging the
vendors for the January Jamboree while FFGC State Flower Show “Passport to the
Carol Geick and Roberta Hearn will be in World” in Jacksonville on May 9 and served
charge of inside events that day; Sally Wood as our MGC
will chair the House and Garden Tour using a delegate to the
FFGC
Annual
number of committees.
Convention.
We have two properties lined up for
the House and Garden Tour and are looking
This Exhibition
for another, preferably in the Sombrero area.
Table Design,
Betsy Philipps has retired as our TDC grant
Type II, by
writer after 7 very successful years. We
Janice Hamlin
have hired Loretta Geotis to write the grant
received many
for us this year.
awards including
Treasurer Laurie Reeves announced
the Award of
that she had a copy of the Treasurer’s Report
Design
available for anyone to see. She told the
Excellence…
members that the Board had voted to use the (the best design
$7000 reimbursement from this year’s TDC
in the Show)!
grant to pay down the mortgage, leaving us
with about six $1000 mortgage payments
MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
after that.
Located at 5270 Overseas Hwy.
Rosemary announced that we would
Near Mile Marker 50 in Marathon, Florida
be having a Christmas party on December
Phone 305-743-4971
14,, 2012, at Key Colony Inn for members
WWW.MarathonGardenClub.org
and their guests. Tickets will be priced at
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 500826
$40 per person which includes one free
Marathon, FL 33050-0826
drink. There will be no Christmas luncheon,
Member of
but a regular meeting on December 21, National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region
2012.
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII
****************************
Rosemary asked the Board members
to stand up and thanked them for all their For Rentals, Contact Virginia @ 305-289-2277
or mobile phone: 305-304-1859
help during the year.
At 11:55 a.m. a motion was made to Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441or
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
adjourn by Cindy Wooten and seconded by
<><><><><><<<<><><><><>><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><<><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><<><><><><
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