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Letter from the
President

looking spectacular!!!!!
So as some of us leave for the summer, we
have to reflect on all that has been
accomplished
this
season...great
job
everyone!

Happy
Easter
to
everyone! Well it's hard
to believe, but another
winter season is coming
to an end. All of our
activities are over and
we are already starting to think about next
season.

Just one more thing: Thanks to all who have
signed up already for events for next season,
however, we still need volunteers for some
things. See the list on page 8 in this
newsletter. I will have the lists at the April
luncheon, but please feel free to call or email
me now. THANKS.

I would like to thank the Board of Directors
and Officers for another great year and a big
thank you to all committee chairpersons and
volunteers. Special thanks to Virginia and
Bob Leier, Jeri and Keith Michalak for all their
hard work on the rental business which has
been very steady this year. I would also like
to thank all the new board members for
stepping up and joining me for two more
years!

Rosemary Thomas

First Vice President’s Report
Please join your fellow Garden Club
members for the Annual Spring Luncheon to
be held at the Marathon Yacht Club on
Friday, April 19th at 11:30 AM. This will be
your opportunity to thank all of the retiring
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairmen
for a job well done in the 2011-2013 term of
office. We will also install our new Officers
and Directors who have chosen to lead this
club in the coming years 2013-2015.
The cost is $20 for members and $25
for guests. The meal will include Roasted
Red Pepper Soup, your choice of Grilled
Shrimp over vegetable rice or Tenderloin Tip
Stir Fry over steamed rice, Iced Tea or
Coffee and Dessert. There is a sign-up sheet
in the lobby at the club. We need a final
count by April 12th so please RSVP and
make payment at your earliest convenience.
Also, if there are any programs or
speakers you would like me to pursue for
next Season, I welcome your suggestions.

As I mentioned at the last meeting, we have
several projects in the works and here is a
brief status:
* New Potting bench for the nursery is
complete thanks to Jim Davison who built the
bench
* Old chairs have been donated to various
groups and new chairs are arriving shortly
thanks to Bonnie Eldridge and Loyal who put
the new storage carts together
* The new (gently used) storage shed has
arrived and Scarlett painted the floor; the
shed will be put in place near where the old
rusted sheds were located; thanks to Scarlett
for all the hard work and her partner in this
venture, Judy Shaw!
* Garden Groomers have the gardens

Thank you! Mary Ann Worthington
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Our guest speaker, Rick Henderstrom, is the
ethnobotanist at the Botanic Gardens at Kona
Kai Resort and Gallery in Key Largo. Rick
explained that Ethnobotany is the study of the
relationship between people and plants. We
learned some of some unusual uses of plants.
For example, the
coontie which is
toxic to humans
and pets, was
used to make
flour after WWI.
We also learned
that plants are
like people in
many ways.
He gives Garden
Tours Tues-Sat
at MM 98.7 bayside. Reserve at
305-852-6914.

Members and
guests arrived
early for the
March meeting
to visit and
enjoy delicious
desserts.
Many thanks to
Carole
Gieck
for the lovely
creative underwater
floral
design.

Photos by Susie Ley

In Sympathy

Speedy Recovery

We extend our sincere sympathy to
Germaine Main on the death of her
beloved husband of 47 years. Joe,
age 77, passed peacefully on March
13, 2013. Memorial services were
held at San Pablo’s Church.

We’re sending our very best get well
wishes to Sally Wood and Cindy
Wooten. Sally returned to Delaware
for additional back surgery.
The last we heard, Cindy is
completing treatment locally.
We’re eager to hear they are both
making steady progress.
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Minutes of Membership Meeting
March 15, 2013
The meeting was called to order by
President Rosemary Thomas at 1:15pm who
brought everyone’s attention to the side table
where multiple sign-up sheets were available
to volunteer for next season’s activities.
Nancy Miller gave the Invocation,
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by
Rosemary.
Phyllis Schewe introduced 6 guests &
stated that as of today’s meeting
membership is at 90, including new &
renewed members. If you have not renewed
your membership you are encouraged to do
so by March 31.
Rosemary thanked Carole Gieck for
today’s floral design, greeter’s Arlene Keeney
& Marcella Smith, and Head Hostess Bonnie
Eldridge who also thanked Pat Greeley, Riet
Steinmetz & Dale Chorebanian for their
contributions to the refreshments.
Bonnie Eldridge made a motion to
accept the minutes of the February 15
membership meeting as written & distributed
in the March 2013 issue of “Seeds for
Thought”, seconded by Joanna Karakourtis &
approved.
Treasurer Laurie Reeves stated that
the March treasurer’s report was approved at
the March 6, 2013 Board of Director’s
meeting & available to anyone upon request.
She announced that the income from the
House & Garden Tour currently stands at
$11,888.00 minus any other expense
requests that have not been turned in yet.
The Club’s “solicitation permit” has been
completed & filed with the Dept. of
Agriculture & the Club has been approved
through the State of Florida Division of
Consumer Affairs to accept contributions as
a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. The
Finance Committee (Loyal & Bonnie
Eldridge, Carl Miller & Alene Teynor) require
input from committee chairs in order to
complete the budget for the next fiscal year
which will be presented at the April Board of
Directors meeting.
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House & Garden Tour: Rosemary
thanked everyone for their participation in
this year’s event & estimated 88%
membership participation. Feedback from the
artists was very positive. The logistics of the
bus to/from Bait Shack went well.
Acknowledgement was given to Sally Wood
who chaired the event despite health issues.
Two main considerations for next year’s tour
are #1 getting at least 4, ideally 5 homes a/o
gardens for the tour. There was some
negative feedback about having only 3
homes on the tour this year. #2 do we
continue to pursue grant money from the
TDC to advertise the event. This year we
paid a consultant to write the grant & do the
advertising & complete the reimbursement
portion of the process. We have someone
that will write the grant for next year’s tour
but are in need of someone to arrange for the
actual
advertising
&
complete
the
reimbursement portion of the process.
Garden Shed: Rosemary reported that
the old garden sheds (i.e. shipping
containers) have been removed & we are
awaiting the arrival of a used modular shed.
Chairs: The older red chairs were
donated to an area Church. The remaining
green chairs are going back to Unity Church
via Lynda Byers. 80 folding chairs & 3
storage carts have been ordered from Home
Depot for the amount of $2300 paid for by
the Gift Shop. Thank you Gift Shop gals!
Rosemary reported that on March 6
the Board of Directors had a lengthy meeting
to review & plan for next season’s events.
Fall Festival 2012 fell below budget, is a
great deal of work moving all the nursery
plants & did not receive a lot of positive
feedback from craft vendors. January
Jamboree 2013 came in above budget &
continues to receive a mix of both positive &
negative feedback from vendors. House &
Garden Tour 2013 was slightly below budget
possibly due to inclement weather & having
only 3 houses on the tour.
In place of the Fall Festival Mary Ann
Worthington & Bonnie Eldridge are going to
co-chair a holiday wreath/floral arrangement
(continued on page 4)

Minutes of Membership Meeting , continued
demonstration & sale on 11/23 using
materials indigenous to the Keys (i.e. air
plants, shells). There will be an admission
fee
to
participate
&
observe
the
demonstrations. Items will be pre-made for
sale along with a “holiday rummage sale”.
Overall chairperson for the January
Jamboree will be Bonnie Eldridge. Janet
Oechsle will be in charge of getting outdoor
plant & craft vendors. We will also sell plants
from the Garden Club nursery. Carole Gieck
will be in charge of the indoor flea market &
Margaret Wendel will chair the bake sale.
The House & Garden Tour will include
a Small Standard Flower Show judged on
Friday along with a Friday evening preview
party. On Saturday, there will be a “People’s
Choice Award” for anyone who wants to
enter a floral arrangement to be voted on by
the people who attend the House & Garden
Tour. The House & Garden Tour continues to
be our most profitable fund raiser each year.
Multiple sign-up sheets are available
to volunteer for next year’s activities-please
do!
Nominating Committee: Betsy Philipps
presented the slate of Officer’s for the
Marathon Garden Club’s Board of Director’s
for the next two year term beginning May 1,
2013 & ending April 30, 2015:
President: Rosemary Thomas
1st VP: Mary Ann Worthington
2nd VP: Pat Dean
3rd VP: Dale Chorebanian
Recording Secretary: Claudia Hamrick
Corresponding Secretary: Cindy Wooten
Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer: Loyal
Eldridge & Carl Miller
Relief Treasurer: Geraldine Zahn
Directors:
Phyllis Schewe
Alene Teynor
Sande Neiditz
Janie Byland
Doris Shinn made a motion to approve the
slate as listed above, seconded by Germaine
Main & approved.
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April
Luncheon:
Mary
Ann
Worthington announced that the April 19
membership meeting will be at the Marathon
Yacht Club & include the installation of new
officers. The cost is $20 for members & $25
for non-members. There are 2 entrée
choices. There is a sign-up sheet. Payment
is required with sign-up.
Nancy Miller announced that if you
would like a new photo taken for the yearbook, please see Susie Ley. There will be a
community park clean-up day on 4/22 in
recognition of Earth Day behind the
Marathon City Hall. This event is being
coordinated by Master Gardeners of Monroe
County. Garden Club members & guests are
invited to attend.
Linnea Cunningham announced that
the plants displayed on the side porch are for
sale today as well as a variety of plants in the
nursery. The nursery is also open on
Thursday mornings from 8:30am-11:00am.
Germaine Main made a motion to
adjourn, seconded by Diane van Beuren. The
meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm.
Mary Ann Worthington introduced Rick
Henderstrom, ethno botanist from Kona Kai
Resort in Key Largo as guest speaker.
Betsy Philipps (Substituting for Fran Spinelli,
Recording Secretary)

Mark your Calendar
Wed. Apr. 10 MGC Board Meeting at 9 am
Fri. Apr. 19
Spring Luncheon and
Installation of Officers at Marathon Yacht
Club
<><><><>
District XII and State Events
April 12 & 13 Metropolitan Miami Flower
Show “Saturday Night at the Movies” at the
Miami Elks Club, 10301 Sunset Drive. FREE
April 28 - 30 FFGC Annual Convention,
Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa, Fort
Myers, FL
May 17 District XII Spring Meeting at Coral
Reef Yacht Club, Coconut Grove.

Nursery Activities
The Thursday morning plant sales
have generated a steady flow of visitors and
buyers.
Four to five sales have been
generated every Thursday. Each visitor has
questions about where to grow a specific
plant, how much water it will need or how to
landscape a certain area in their yards. One
visitor requested a Master Gardener visit to
help her identify plants and give advice on
planting for color in a shaded area. This
interest in plants and sharing information with
community members gives an opportunity for
education and exposure which promotes the
image and purpose of our garden club.
The existing potting bench was an
accident waiting to happen. The wood was
rotten which left the top free to see-saw into
the air when weight was put on it. Jim
Davison looked at the situation and offered to
build a new one.
Within a week he
constructed parts of it at his home and this
Thursday, March 25th, he hauled the parts in
his custom made trailer to the nursery and
put it together like a jig saw puzzle. It took a
little help from his wife Ginny and several
others who held it in place while he bolted it
together! It now has a good solid foundation
and a 12 foot table top of water proof star
board. Let’s give Jim a round of applause
and a big thank you for his talented work.
Thanks to Ginny for the photos!
Linnea Cunningham

Spring Luncheon & Installation of Officers
Date:
Place:

Friday, April 19 at 11:30 am
Marathon Yacht Club
825 33rd Street, Gulf

Questions: Please call Mary Ann Worthington
664-8178 or e-mail: wewbuilder@aol.com .
Reservation & payment must be
received by April 12th. You can sign up at
the gift shop: Mon - Fri 10 am - 2 pm
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Marathon Community Earth Day Event
All volunteers are welcome to
help clean up the Oceanfront Park
behind Marathon City Hall on Monday,
April 22nd.
Debbie London is
coordinating this event. (See memo
above.) She has requested help with

removal of exotic invasive plant
species, tagging invasive plants for
removal, pruning, weeding and mulching. Clean up activities are planned
from 9 am - 4 pm. Contact Linnea
(743-2008) or Nancy (289-9441) to
volunteer for a couple of hours.
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PLANTING A GOOD GARDEN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We’ve received two versions of instructions
for planting a good garden. One was shared
by Member, Carole Gieck and the other by
Past President, Suzanne Johnston*. They
are quite different, so I’ve taken the liberty of
combining them as they apply to Garden
Club.

Lettuce be kind
Lettuce be patient
Lettuce respect each other
Lettuce be a good example
Lettuce help each other succeed

Plant four rows of turnips:

1.
2.
3.
4.

First, you come to the garden alone, while
the dew is still on the roses….
Then plant four rows of peas:

Turnip to help one another
Turnip with samples to share
Turnip for service
Turnip at the right places with the right
information

To conclude, in our garden we must have
thyme:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Personality
Perseverance
Promptness
Preparation

1.
2.
3.
4.

Next , plant four rows of squash:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Thyme for each other
Thyme for family
Thyme for friends
Thyme for ourselves

Plant your garden, sow your seeds,
water freely with patience, keep out
the weeds and cultivate with love and
you will reap great rewards! This
garden can be planted all year round.

Squash gossip
Squash indifference
Squash negative thinking
Squash criticism

*Suzanne sent her best wishes to all
who knew her between 1995 and
2001. She is doing well and enjoying
life in West Palm Beach. She sent
brochures of the hot air balloons tours
her friend organizes in Europe.
Cheers, Suzanne! ENJOY!

Now, plant five rows of lettuce:
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Membership Report

Volunteers still needed for:
Chaplin

This is my last call for membership
dues for the 2013 year. Remember we now
have a family membership at $65.00 or
single membership which remains at $40.00.
If you have any changes in addresses or
phone numbers or E-mail, please let me
know and Nancy Miller know. New
directories will be out in October. Plus I need
your most accurate addresses for mailing of
the Florida Gardner and renewal. Thank you
in advance.
Please welcome our newest member
Frances (Frolly) Boyd. As her new house
gets built and she can settle in to the new life
in the Keys, I’m sure we will have a very
active member.

Historian
Horticulture
Membership
Website Coordinator

Floral Designs for meetings
dates still open:
January 17, 2014
February 21, 2014

Head Hostess for meetings
dates still open:
January 17, 2014
February 21, 2014
March 21, 2014

House & Garden Tour:
Billie McGuire
New ‘12

Diane Mahl
New 2-13

Overall Chairperson (coordinate
activities of all chairpersons)

Frolly Boyd
3-16-13

all

the

Head Hostess Chairperson

Phyllis Schewe, Membership Chairman

Parking Chairperson

Membership Information

Raffle Chairperson (contact the artists and
obtain the prints)

Please check your listing
in the current yearbook.

Refreshment/Kitchen Chairperson

If you have questions about what these
If you want to add a cell phone
number or make any corrections, contact jobs involve, call or email Rosemary
Thomas.
Nancy Miller, Cnmil@msn.com or phone
289-9441. If your photo is out of date, we
would be happy to use a new one you submit
MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
or take your photo at the April meeting.
www.MarathonGardenClub.org
If it is easier for you, just drop off
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 500826
information at the Club, addressed to Nancy
Marathon, FL 33050-0826
Miller or mail it to me at 305 Sombrero Blvd.,
Member of
Marathon, FL 33050.
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region
Also, if your information changes
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII
during the year, please let me know.
****************************
Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or
Many thanks, Nancy Miller, Yearbook Editor
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
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