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Letter from the
President

So our next event, which is our
biggest of the year, is the annual House &
Garden Tour. Many of you have already
been contacted to help. More information will
be given at the meeting on February 15,
however, if you wish to help please contact
Sally Wood who is the chairperson this year.
We always have such a good time at our own
events, so please volunteer. We also need
cookies, cheese & crackers for the tour.
Remember the bus will be picking people up
at the garden club and taking them to the
Bait Shack and we have the art show at the
club...so lot's of people will be there to drink
punch and snack.

It's the busy time
of year at the Marathon
Garden Club!
Thank You to
everyone who worked at
the January Jamboree and made it a HUGE
success. Special thanks to the following
chairpersons:
Janet Oechsle
Carole Gieck
Roberta Hearn
Margaret Wendel
Dale Chorebanian
Betsy Philipps
Phyllis Schewe

Looking forward to seeing all of you at
the February meeting and thanks to
everyone for all you do for the Marathon
Garden Club.

This event has come to be part of the
Marathon community as evidenced by
customers lining up at 7 AM (doors opened
at 8:30 am)! It was fun, the weather was
perfect and the club earned $5,100 which will
be used to purchase a new shed for the
gardens. Great job everyone.

Rosemary Thomas

Friday Evening, March 1st... 5 - 8 pm
House & Garden Art Show Reception

This past week was our trip to R F
Orchids in Homestead. 32 people filled the
Keys Shuttle for the trip and WOW what a
trip. The day was perfect. Robert Fuchs
gave a guided tour of his spectacular
property, lunch was outdoors under the Tiki
and catered by the Gator Grill. Then the
shopping began! On the ride home, there
were boxes of orchids everywhere. Even our
bus driver got into the act and purchased
many lovely things.

Saturday, March 2nd
House & Garden Tour 10 am - 4 pm
& Art Show 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday, March 3rd, 11 am - 3 pm
Art Show
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First Vice President’s Report

Photos of January Meeting

This month our featured speaker is
Franco D’Ascanio, CEO of D’Asign Source
who will be discussing “How To Give Your
Front Yard Curb Appeal”.
Born and raised in the Florida Keys,
Franco has a passion for palms and a true
understanding of the plants that thrive here.
Studies have shown that landscaping is the
biggest return on your investment when it
comes to resale so bring your questions to
our local expert and learn how to create a
garden using proper proportion, variety,
lighting and hardscaping.
The meeting will begin at 1:00 PM on
Friday, February 15th.
Please plan on
arriving a little early for refreshments and to
catch up with friends.
I welcome your suggestions for future
speakers and programs. If there is a guest
or topic you would like to learn more about,
please contact me.

Thanks to Susie Ley, we have some
photos of the January meeting which your
editor missed. Perhaps you can supply the
captions. More meeting photos are on p. 4.

Greeters, Riet Steinmetz & Patty Molnar

Mary Ann Worthington

Gift Shop Report
In blue, head hostess, JJ Wiebbecke serves

The gift shop can always use a few
more volunteers in the shop. We would like
to have enough volunteers so we can be
open Monday-Friday, 10-2 through April.
Please contact Mary Ann Gorlitz at (305)
517-2947
or
magfl33001@hotmail.com.
Many new items are available for purchase.

Mary Ann Worthington
& Carolyn Belcaster →

Sally Wood

Thursday Morning Nursery Plant Sale
The Nursery is open every Thursday morning from 8:30 to 11:00 AM for plant
sales. We still have some Bromeliads for $5 dollars each, small Palms, Crotons and various other plants for your garden. If there is a special plant which
you are looking for, please call me to see if it is available @ 305-743-2008.
The Burle Marx Philodendron is a beautiful shade of green, grows easily in a
large clump or in a pot. It does not climb trees and looks tropical under a Palm
or on a deck. Visit the Nursery and see what you might like!
Linnea Cunningham
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Minutes of Membership Meeting
January 18, 2013
The meeting was called to order by
President Rosemary Thomas at 1:10 p.m.
Rosemary gave the Invocation in
Chaplain Nancy Miller’s absence. She then
led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Phyllis Schewe had our 8 guests
stand for recognition. She introduced new
members Paula Leftwich, Susan and Jack
(abs.) Ley, and Linda Turner.
Phyllis
thanked the 40 people who have renewed
their membership and encouraged others to
do so. She mentioned the new name tag
holders.
Rosemary thanked the Hostesses
Dale Chorebanian and J.J. Wiebbecke and
Greeters Patty Molnar, Riet Steinmetz and
Toni Smith.
Germaine Main made a motion to
accept the minutes as published in the
January Seeds for Thought. It was seconded
by Carolyn Belcaster. Passed.
Treasurer Laurie Reeves read a list of
the money boxes she has prepared for the
committees for the January Jamboree. No
other ones were requested. She offered a
copy of the Treasurer’s Report to the
members. Only one was requested. Also, a
copy of the mortgage satisfaction report was
requested by one member. All the bills and
sales tax payments are up to date.
Rosemary reported that we were
within our budget and that our biggest
income of the year will be coming from the
January Jamboree and the House Tour. We
had the front door repaired at a cost of about
$500. We are exploring replacing the sheds
out back. She reported that the Christmas/
Mortgage Burning Party was a huge success.
Loi Baltes made two Christmas cakes and
one Mortgage-Burning cake for the event.
Three past and our current president blew
out the candles representing the burning of
the mortgage.
We will have another
Mortgage Burning cake and ceremony at the
February meeting so that all the out of town
members who were not here for the
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December event can participate. We will
also have a Christmas Party next December
14th at Key Colony Inn.
Janet Oeschle, who is coordinating
the vendors for the January Jamboree,
reported that she has had good response
from vendors. She passed out fliers
advertising the event for the members to
distribute around town. She also asked for
volunteers for a few jobs.
Carole Gieck, who is coordinating the
indoor sale with Roberta Hearn, asked that
no TVs, computers or printers be donated.
Drop off of gently used items will take place
Monday, January 21 through Thursday,
January 24 between the hours of 9 and 3.
Dale Chorebanian is in charge of the
bake sale for the January Jamboree and
asked that baked goods be packaged in
small amounts, labeled as to what they are
and if they have nuts included.
There are only 5 seats available on
the bus for the February Orchid Trip. After
today those seats will be offered to the Key
West and Key Largo Garden members.
The tickets for the House and Garden Tour
are being distributed to members for sale.
Loretta Geotis is in charge of advertising and
has posters available for distribution by
members.
The 5 artists who will be
exhibiting at our Club the weekend of the
Tour will sponsor a wine and cheese party at
the Club the night before the House Tour—
March 1, 5-8 p.m.--which is open free of
charge to Club members. We have three
homes and gardens on our Tour: The Bait
Shack, L’il Bali and 18 Ibis Lane. There will
be a bus from the Club to the Bait Shack.
Rosemary read a thank you note from
Cindy Wooten for all the cards and e-mails
that have been sent to her during her illness.
She is in Houston awaiting treatment and
would
continue
to
appreciate
correspondence. Sally Wood is not well and
would appreciate correspondence as well.
Rosemary awarded Life Memberships
to Doris Shinn who has been a member for
31 years and to Diane van Beuren who has
been a member for 25 years.
Continued on page 4

Membership.Minutes of Membership Meeting, cont.
from p. 3
Riet
Steinmetz
made
an
announcement about the concert series and
J.J. Wiebbecke made an announcement
about a genealogy workshop.
A visiting Key West Garden Club
member donated $500 worth of Peruvian art
work that he had left from going out of
business. Rosemary thanked him and gave
him two tickets to the House Tour in
appreciation.
Germaine Main made a motion to
adjourn the meeting, seconded by Bonnie
Eldridge. Carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40
p.m. The Bromeliad presentation by Jackie
Thomas followed.
Respectfully submitted,
Frances Spinelli
Recording Secretary

District XII and State Events
Fri. Feb. 22 Garden Club of the Upper Keys
Annual Garden Walk 10 - 4, $25. Visit
www.gardenclubupperkeys.org for details.
April 12 & 13 Metropolitan Miami Flower
Show “Saturday Night at the Movies” at the
Miami Elks Club, 10301 Sunset Drive. FREE
April 28 - 30 FFGC Annual Convention,
Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa, Fort
Myers, FL
May 17 District XII Spring Meeting at Coral
Reef Yacht Club, Coconut Grove.

New Life Members
At the January meeting, two members
were recognized who have actively served
the Club in
many
ways
throughout the
years.
Doris Shinn has
been an active
member since
1982! That’s
30+ years! →

Mark your Calendar
Fri. Feb. 15 MGC Membership Meeting at
1 pm “How to Give your Front
Yard Curb Appeal” by Franco
D’Ascanio - D’Asign Source
Sat. Feb. 16 U of FL Plant Clinic 9 - noon
Fri. Mar. 1 Preview Party by Watercolor
Artists: Judith Conner, Julie Joyce,
Melody Kelly, Ann Lynch & Betty
Rondeau at the
Garden
Club
5 - 8 pm.
Sat. Mar. 2 MGC House & Garden Tour
10 am - 4 pm; Plus Art Show 9 am 4 pm.
Sun. Mar. 3

Art Show. 11 am - 3 pm

Wed. Mar. 6 MGC Board Meeting at 9 am
Fri. Mar. 15 Membership Meeting at 1 pm
“Kona Kai Resort and Botanic Gardens,
Key Largo”
<><><><>
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← Diane
van Beuren
joined MGC in
1988 and has
worn many
hats in the past
25 years.

Photos by Susie Ley

Many thanks to Susie Ley for
photos of the Jamboree held
on Jan. 26, 2013. The sale
was a huge success!
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Laurie Reeves and Betsy Philipps shared their photos with us. I’m sure that many others in
our group have fabulous photos of our visit...but if you weren’t on the trip, or didn’t take
photos, here are some to whet your appetite for a trip sometime soon. It was a delightful day.
Thanks to all who had a hand in the arrangements and thanks to the photo contributors! NM

Our Host and Tour Guide,
Owner, Robert Fuchs
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MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
www.MarathonGardenClub.org
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Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
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