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           Official Newsletter 
   of 
         Marathon Garden Club 
 

      

Letter  from the 
President 

  
 Thank you to 
everyone who helped at 
the House & Garden 
Tour!  A huge thank you 
to Sally Wood who   
continued to chair the 

event even though she was not feeling well. 
 
 We had great publicity and              
advertising; both print, radio and TV.  The 
artists who spent a week getting their art 
ready had a great show.  A nice added value 
for our guests.  The attendance numbers for 
our tour were down this year; the weather 
played a big role in that (something we    
cannot control). 
 
 We are already beginning to think 
about next years tour: we need chair people 
and houses/gardens.  PLEASE step up to 
help when asked.  Also, finding houses is 
very difficult: PLEASE call or email me with 
suggestions.  It could be a cute property, a 
lovely garden, a condo, etc. Let's really start 
thinking now so that we can make next years 
tour another special event. 
 

Rosemary Thomas 
 

            
 

Friday March 15 Monthly Meeting 
Friday, April 19, Spring Luncheon 

and Installation of Officers 
 

 

First Vice President’s Report  
 

 This month we welcome Rick        
Henderstrom III, resident ethnobotanist at 
Key Largo’s Kona Kai Resort, Gallery and 
Botanic Gardens to our meeting on Friday, 
March 15th.  Ethnobotanists focus on how 
plants are used by humans, including their 
use as food, clothing, currency, dye,        
construction materials, medicine and        
cosmetics, among other uses. 
 
 Henderstrom attended a small college 
in New London, Conn. where he envisioned 
a career as an “ecominer” who collects plants 
for the pharmaceutical industry.  But,        
perhaps it was his time spent in the       
mountains and rainforests of Peru while still 
an undergraduate that influenced Rick to   
become an ethnobotanist.  Or, maybe it was 
the summer of 2008 at the Kew Royal       
Botanical Gardens in London where he 
helped with a study of ancient English herbal 
traditions that sent him on this path.   
 
 Henderstrom was hired a couple of 
years ago by Joe and Ronni Harris of the 
beautiful Kona Kai, who wished to add a 
unique garden experience to their bayside 
resort. Come learn about this fascinating 
man and subject. Plan on arriving early to 
catch up with friends. The meeting begins at 
1:00 P.M.   

 

                                                                  Mary Ann Worthington 
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Photos of February Meeting 
 

 Thanks to Arlene Keeney, we have 
some photos of the February meeting which 
your editor missed.  The beautiful (and tasty!) 
cakes that MGC member, Loi Baltes made 
are showcased here.  THANK You, Loi! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thursday Morning Nursery Plant Sale 
 

The Nursery is open every Thursday morning from 8:30 to 11:00 AM for plant 
sales.  We still have bromeliads, small palms, crotons and various other plants 
for your garden.  If there is a special plant which you are looking for, please call 
me to see if it is available @ 305-743-2008.  Visit the Nursery and see what 
you might like!  

         Linnea Cunningham 

Below, from left to right are Rosemary 
Thomas, President; Laurie Reeves,     
Treasurer and Linnea Cunningham,         
Immediate Past President.   

 

  We were able to celebrate this occasion due to the  generous contributions 
 of many past and present members and friends who supported 

 the Marathon Garden Club since it was founded in 1955! 
We thank you! 
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Minutes of Membership Meeting  
 

February 15, 2013 
 The meeting was called to order by 
President Rosemary Thomas at 1:05 p.m. 
 Rosemary explained that we were   
going to have another mortgage burning   
ceremony so that our winter members could 
participate.  She mentioned that back in the 
early 1990’s 6 women loaned $5-$10,000 for 
the down payment on our property.  Three of 
the women forgave their loans.  The original 
mortgage was for 25 years, and we were 
able to pay it off in 20 years saving           
considerable amount of money.  Laurie 
Reeves, Treasurer, Linnea Cunningham, 
Past President and Rosemary blew out the      
candles.  Several ladies served the cake to 
the membership during the meeting. 
 Rosemary gave the Invocation in  
Nancy Miller’s absence and led the Pledge . 
 Our Membership Chairman, Phyllis 
Schewe, announced that we had 23 guests 
today.  82 out of 87 members have renewed 
so far which includes 6 family memberships. 
Diane Mahl was officially recognized as a 
new member. 
 Rosemary thanked Loi Baltes for   
baking the 4 cakes for today’s meeting as 
well as serving as Hostess along with Dale 
Chorebanian.  She thanked Loi and Linnea 
for the floral decorations and Arlene Keeney, 
Virginia Leier and Germaine Main for serving 
as Greeters. 
 Cindy Wooten moved to accept the 
minutes as published in Seeds for Thought.  
Seconded by Doris Shinn and passed. 
 Treasurer Laurie Reeves reported that 
her report was approved by the Board and 
was available upon request.   
 Rosemary reported that the January 
Jamboree grossed $5100.  There are about 
$300 in expenses that need to be paid.  She 
thanked Janet Oechsle for taking charge of 
vendors; Carole Gieck and Roberta Hearn for 
being in charge of the indoor sale; and Dale 
Chorebanian and Margaret Wendel for the 
bake goods sale. She also reported that 
Scarlett Duffy has done a lot of work locating 
a new storage shed.  We will spend up to 

$5000 to get the shed right after the House 
Tour.  The Board has chosen new lighter 
weight chairs that will stack onto a caddy for 
storage.  The Gift Shop will pay for them out 
of their earnings.  We expect to have them by 
the end of February.  A special thanks to  
Sally Wood, Gift shop Chair and her workers. 
 Roberta Hearn is taking orders for the 
green Garden Club shirts—price is $15.  
House Tour workers will need to wear one 
the day of the Tour.  The R.F. Orchid trip was 
a great success and a very good time was 
had by all 32 participants. 
 Mary Ann Gorlitz is helping Sally 
Wood with some of the duties of the [house 
tour] Chairman since Sally has not been  
feeling well.  Mary Ann announced that most 
of the hostessing slots were filled, but we still 
need more people for back-up and in the  
gardens at The Bait Shack. Rosemary,      
Susan Bankard and Janie Byland are the 
head hostesses. She requested that      
members turn in their unsold tickets as soon 
as possible since 75% of ticket sales occur 
on the day of the Tour and she doesn’t want 
to run out. The Pre-Show Wine and Cheese 
Party hosted by the artists will be March 1 
from 5-8 p.m.  
 Dale will be in charge of the             
refreshments at the Club the day of the Tour.  
She requested finger food that she can serve 
with the beverage—cookies, cheese and 
crackers, etc. 
 Rosemary announced a Life        
Membership for Loyal Eldridge.  She noted 
all the work he has done inside and out over 
the past 8 or more years.  Loyal was ill so 
was not present to receive the award.  His 
wife Bonnie accepted the award for him.  As 
third Vice President in charge of the building, 
she announced a clean-up day next Thurs-
day morning, the 21st, in preparation for our 
House Tour guests.  Germaine Main made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Carol Belcaster.  Passed.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 Mary Ann Worthington introduced 
Franco D’Ascanio whose topic was “How to 
Give Your Front Yard Curb Appeal.” 
 

Frances Spinelli, Recording Secretary 
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Mark your Calendar 
 
 

Wed. Mar. 6 MGC Board Meeting at 9 am 
 

Fri. Mar. 15 Membership Meeting at 1 pm 
“Kona Kai Resort and Botanic Gardens, 
Key Largo” 
 

Sat. Mar. 16 U/of FL Plant Clinic 9 - noon 
 

Wed. Apr. 10 MGC Board Meeting at 9 am 
 

Fri. Apr. 19  Spring Luncheon and          
Installation of Officers at Marathon Yacht 
Club 

<><><><> 
 

District XII and State Events 
 

April 12 & 13 Metropolitan Miami Flower 
Show “Saturday Night at the Movies” at the 
Miami Elks Club, 10301 Sunset Drive.  FREE 
 

April 28 - 30 FFGC Annual Convention, 
Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa, Fort 
Myers, FL 
 

May 17 District XII Spring Meeting at Coral 
Reef Yacht Club, Coconut Grove.  
 

Membership Report 
 
 A very big thank you to all members 
who have renewed membership in Marathon 
Garden Club for 2013. Our membership 
stands at 88.   
 We have 2 new members  and I hope 
you take the time at the next meeting to   
welcome them.  Paula Leftwich is a full-time 
resident of Marathon and is an artist.   Diane 
Mahl is a full-time resident of Key Colony 
Beach.  Diane has already  become a garden 
groomer on Thursdays.  Welcome  Paula and 
Diane! 
 Friday, March 15th is our next meeting 
with a great program by Rick Henderstrom, 
ethnobotanist at the Kona Kai Resort and  
Botanic Gardens in Key Largo. 
 If you are one of the very, very few 
who have not renewed membership yet, I will 
be at the meeting to take your dues.  Thanks 
so much . See you Friday, March 15th. 
 

Phyllis Schewe, Membership Chairman 

Membership Information 
 

Please check your listing  
in the current yearbook. 

 
 If you want to add a cell phone     
number or make any corrections, contact 
Nancy Miller, Cnmil@msn.com  or phone 
289-9441.  If your photo is out of date, we 
would be happy to use a new one you submit 
or take your photo at the March or April 
meeting.  We’ll try to take photos of some of 
the newer members at the next meeting.   
 If it is easier for you, just drop off     
information at the Club, addressed to Nancy 
Miller or mail it to me at 305 Sombrero Blvd., 
Marathon, FL 33050.   
 Also, if your information changes    
during the year, please let me know.    
   
Many thanks,  Nancy Miller, Yearbook Editor 

 
Spring Luncheon &  

Installation of Officers 
 

Date:  Friday, April 19 
Time:   11:30 am 
Place:  Marathon Yacht Club 
  825   33rd Street, Gulf 
  Marathon, FL 
Cost:  Members:  $20    Guests: $25 
Includes: Roasted Red Pepper Soup,         
  Entrée, Iced Tea or Coffee & Dessert 
 
Please select one entrée from the          
following choices: 
 
Tenderloin Tip Stir Fry over Steamed Rice or 
Grilled Shrimp over a Vegetable Rice 
 
A sign-up sheet will be available at the March 
Meeting.  Plan to bring your checkbook or 
cash.   
 
Questions: Please call Mary Ann Worthington 
664-8178 or e-mail: wewbuilder@aol.com . 
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Many thanks to  
Betsy Philipps 
& Carl Miller 
for photos  

Above: Mary Ann W.’s design at Bali house 
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White Heron Award  
 
The Marathon Garden Club recently presented the White Heron Award to Grassy 

Key RV Park & Resort. This traveling award is given to area businesses along the US1     
corridor, between Conch Key and the Seven Mile Bridge, in recognition of their efforts to    
improve the landscaping and curb appeal of their properties.  

 Wendy Murphy & Jack Browning took 
over managing the resort in 2009 & have 
made numerous improvements including 
widening the buffer plantings between the 
park & US1 and using black granite in     
contrast with coral gravel in the hardscape. 
The 4 acre resort located near MM58 has 38 
RV sites, marina, pool & beach area. The 
new landscape is a combination of natives & 
tropical plants including buttonwood,         
ornamental plumeria, bougainvillea, crotons, 
ruella and an assortment of palms.  
 Judy Shaw (right), Master Gardener & 
member of the Marathon Garden Club,    
presented the award to Wendy Murphy & 
Jack Browning, Resort Managers. 
 

Photo & Press Release by Betsy Philipps 

 
 
 

Welcome 
New Member, Paula  

Leftwich, an artist who  
resides year round in  

Marathon. 

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB 
 www.MarathonGardenClub.org 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 500826 
Marathon, FL 33050-0826 

Member of 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII 
**************************** 

Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or 
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com 

Not Tonight, Deer! 
 

An article in Southern Living recommends 
choosing flowers the deer don’t like.  A 
North Carolina gardener found her deer turn 
up their noses to plants with oily aromatic     
foliage such as lavender, thyme, rosemary 
and basil.  Other plants Bambi usually 
doesn’t  bother include ‘Burgundy’ blanket 
flower, verbena, butterfly weed, globe    
thistle, ‘Jacob Cline’ bee balm, ‘Azure Skies’       
heliotrope, ‘Goldsturm’ black-eyed Susan 
lantanas and purple coneflower. Don’t Pollute the Planet 

 

Did you know there’s an Electronics 
Recycling and Household Hazardous 

Waste Disposal scheduled in       
Marathon Saturday, March 16       

9am-1pm at County Public Works 
Yard, 10600 Aviation Blvd? 

 

In the Lower Keys, it’s Saturday, 
March 23 at the Cudjoe Transfer  
Station, Blimp Road at MM 21.5. 

 

Call 305-289-6037 for information. 


