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Letter from the
President

1st Vice President’s Report
Thanks to all for another great
Season! I hope you enjoyed the 2013/2014
Programs. I’ll be working over the next few
months trying to line up some interesting
speakers for you for next year.
Over the Summer months I would like
to ask you to start cleaning out closets and
drawers to contribute to our HOLIDAY
TREASURES SALE to be held on Saturday,
November 29, 2014. If you are not planning
on returning to the Keys until after that date –
no problem! Pack up those gently used
Christmas decorations and ornaments
and ship them to me Parcel Post in late
October or early November. I will remind you
in July.
We will also be accepting Holiday
clothing and accessories for the “Razzle
Dazzle Boutique”. The more “Bling”, the
better. Linnea will be selling plants from the
nursery, so decorative pots and containers
will also be accepted. If you have a special
recipe for Holiday Goodies those items will
be appreciated. We will be looking for things
that make nice gifts and/or keep well such
as: jams, jellies, spiced nuts, rum cakes, fruit
cakes, truffles, etc. Surprise us.
In addition, we will be hosting orchid,
jewelry & handmade ornament vendors to
start your Christmas shopping. There will be
a “Money Tree” Scholarship and Chinese
raffles and it is rumored Santa may pay a
visit!
Mark your calendar. This should be a
fun day and get you into the Holiday Spirit.
Have a great Summer!

This will be our last
newsletter until the Fall.
Thank you all for your
hard work and support
this season.
Special
thanks to First Vice
President, Mary Ann Worthington, who did
such a great job on meetings and speakers
this year.
The club luncheon at the Marathon High
School Dolphin Cafe was wonderful! Chef
Stanton and the students prepared and
served a delicious meal. What a great way to
end the season.
The garden club board of directors met in
April and planned the events, dates, etc for
next season. We also elected a nominating
committee: Linnea Cunningham, Claudia
Hamrick, Barbara Driscoll.
Our events for next season are:
11/29/14 Holiday Treasures Sale
12/12/14 Holiday Centerpiece workshop
(taught by Pat Greeley)
12/13/14 Christmas Dinner at the Garden
Club (this event will be catered)
1/24/15 January Jamboree
3/7/15 House & Garden Tour
So mark your calendars. Have a wonderful
summer!

Rosemary Thomas
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Gift Shop
The gift shop has closed for the
season. It will reopen in late fall.
Contact Alene Teynor or Gail Shambaugh
with suggestions for items they should
consider for their inventory.
alene.teynor@yahoo.com
GailShambaugh@yahoo.com

Summer Reports
Although Rosemary has announced
that this will be your last newsletter until fall,
we will try to share any announcements
or important information during the summer.
Let me know if you have information
to share with the membership and/or if you
have a request for assistance with a project
and I will try to get the word to our members.
E-mail works best for me. Just send a note
to Cnmil@msn.com and I will pass it along.
Nancy

Please Help - Recycle your Jelly Jars
Carole Gieck has requested that you
save and return your jam and jelly jars to the
club. Homemade jam is always a big hit at
our fund raisers. Those cute little jars are
expensive and they can be reused. So
instead of putting them in your blue recycle
tub, wash them well and bring them back to
the next meeting.
If we’re lucky, our
wonderful jelly makers will refill the jars for
the next sale.
Actually, the ‘beer nut’ jars can be
recycled too. Even if they need new lids, you
can help our chefs cut their costs.

MGC October Meeting
Mark your calendar, our garden club
meetings resume on Friday, October 17th.

Minutes
Membership Luncheon Meeting
April 25, 2014
At 12:00 noon Rosemary Thomas,
President called the group to order for
announcements at the Spring Luncheon
Meeting at the Dolphin Bistro Cafe at the
Marathon High School. Rosemary thanked
Mary Ann Worthington and Loi Baltes for
arranging the luncheon and the beautiful
centerpieces. Rosemary announced that the
water fountain in the lobby of the Garden
Club was now working thanks to funds
provided by the Gift Shop. Rosemary asked
that members who remained in Marathon to
please help with the grounds during the
summer on Thursdays from 8:30 until 10:00.
Rosemary announced some dates to
remember that will also be published in the
“Seeds for Thought”.
Saturday, Nov. 29th-The Holiday Event
which will include Christmas decorations and
a Boutique called Razzle Dazzle.
Saturday, Dec. 13th-Catered Christmas
Dinner at the Garden Club which will take the
place of the December membership meeting.
Saturday, Jan. 24th- January Jamboree
with venders
Saturday, Mar. 7th-House Tour. Sande
Neiditz and Betsy Philipps need
suggestions for houses for the tour
Alene Teynor announced that the Gift shop
was having a “Super Sale” following the
meeting and Saturday from 10-2.
Following the announcements, Janie
Byland gave the Invocation. Following a
delicious luncheon prepared by the culinary
students, Mary Ann thanked the Chef and
students. Two of the students described the
culinary program. Mary Ann introduced an
arborist from Dot Palm, who spoke on Tree
Pruning Techniques. Following the program
the centerpieces were given to the lucky
winners of a drawing.
Respectfully submitted,
Claudia Hamrick, Recording Secretary.
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“Awakened with a Kiss”
a creative design with
swans kissing made with
gourds & calla lilies.
Designer’s Choice Award

“Mad Hatter’s Tea Party”
a functional table for two

“The Promise of a Rose”
one side of duo design.
-all fresh plant materials

“The Better to Eat you with my
dear” from Little Red Riding
Hood. A creative design
stage in a nichedesigner’s choice of materials

“Grinning Like a Cheshire
Cat” a free standing
miniature design, not to
exceed 5”

“A Wonderful Dream Come
True” a European period
design- Tricolor Award winner
Large display on center stage

Above center, just a sample of the fabulous horticulture.
This show was truly enchanting! Fairy Tales are Magical!
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Mark your Calendar

Convention News Notes

Thursdays: 8:30 - 10 am -Garden Groomers
welcome your help with the grounds and the  If you or any family or friends access
Amazon.com through the FFGC website:
nursery
www,ffgc.org , FFGC will receive at least
4% of your purchase price. Last year our
September 11, 2014 FFGC 90th Anniversary
purchases raised $2,600. We contributed
Garden Party at Winter Park headquarters
over $400 in November and over $700 in
from 1-4
December. [reported by 3rd VP Al Latina]
(watch The Florida Gardener for details)
Friday, October 17 MGC Meeting 1 pm
Monday, October 20 FFGC Fall 2014 District
XII Meeting at the fabulous Biltmore Hotel,
hosted by Coral Gables Garden Club



Join together to fight for our causes!
Alabama garden club members were able
to get the largest proposed landfill in the
nation blocked.



FFGC convention attendance was
approximately 350. Next year in Boca
Raton, it is anticipated that at least 400
will attend, due to proximity to Miami..



The Coral Restoration Foundation is
receiving tremendous support from
garden clubs throughout the state of FL
“Blue Gardening” is really taking hold.
Through donations by garden clubs and
their members, FFGC has contributed
over $13,000 toward planting of staghorn
and elkhorn coral on the reefs off the
Keys. Another FFGC field trip is planned
toward the end of August. If you are a
scuba diver, you can help plant more
coral.



Since the Florida wildflowers license plate
was introduced in 1999, approximately
$3,400,000 has been collected, with
proceeds used for highway beautification.



Florida garden clubs provided more
support for reforestation than any of the
other states in Deep South region. Our
“Penny Pines” collections totaled more
than $9,000. District IV was the winning
contributor in Florida ($2,120). This is a
National Garden Club project you can
learn more about at www.gardenclub.org.



Your continued support of Camp Wekiva
though Labels for Education and Boxtops
for education is appreciated!

Oct. 26-28
Fall Symposium at Hilton
Orlando, Altamonte Springs. Open to all
members. See Florida Gardener
Nov. 29 Holiday Treasures Sale
Dec. 12 Holiday Centerpieces Workshop
Dec. 13 Christmas Dinner
Jan. 24 January Jamboree
Mar. 7 House & Garden Tour
Apr. 18-19 Rhythm of the Tropics, FFGC
89th Annual Convention hosted by members
of District XI and District XII (that’s us) at the
Embassy Suites, Boca Raton

Note re Address Changes
Please send any change of address
information to Nancy Miller
for the 2014-2015 Yearbook.
If you would like to update your
Yearbook photo, you can send that
to Nancy as well.
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com

4

Deep South Regional Convention, FFGC Flower Show & FFGC Annual
Convention were held in St. Petersburg, FL on April 11 - 17, 2014.
The Seeds for Thought editor and her
husband spent the week in St. Petersburg
and share these photos and notes with you.
While Nancy attended Deep South meetings
and workshops, Carl took photos of the
invitational designs, a few of which are
included.

Mayfair Hydro’s
design in honor of
NGC President Linda
Nelson is shown on
the left It was much
more dramatic than
any photo can do
justice.
Wish you
could have seen it!
.
Our museum
tour
included
the
Salvador Dali Museum...no photos allowed
there.
The Chihuly museum did permit
photos of the fabulous glass creations. After
we left the Chihuly museum we enjoyed a
lunch break then
watched
an
exciting narrated
glass
blowing
demonstration at a
Here’s
Gloria
“hot shop”. It was
Meeks design honoring
fantastic!
the President of Georgia
GC featuring fantasy
flowers made from cardboard palm. .
On the right is
Liz Shaw’s design in
honor of Carol Hall,
our 2009-2011 FFGC
President
and
the
current
NGC
Recording Secretary.

Another day
we toured the
Sunken
Gardens,
complete with
flamingos, coy and tropical plants. As we
returned from our museum tour the Flower
Show was
ready
to
open. See
page 6.

National Garden
Club is divided into 8
regions.
The Deep
South Region includes
Florida,
Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana,
Tennessee
and
Georgia. This was our first DS Convention;
we met lots of new gardeners; found great
products from vendors; toured some fantastic
museums/gardens and picked up some new
ideas.
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FFGC FLOWER SHOW and FFGC CONVENTION Continued

Welcome Design by Parke Finold

“Ballet” Exhibition Table Type I

Display of Foliage

A few of the 357 horticulture entries
FFGC Invitational Design by Cindy Rieger
Honoring Linda Nelson, President
National Garden Clubs, Inc.
MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
www.MarathonGardenClub.org
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 500826
Marathon, FL 33050-0826
Member of
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII

Left: a climbing sea onion
Above: detail of the base

****************************

Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
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