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           Official Newsletter 
   of 
         Marathon Garden Club 
 

      

Letter  from the 
President 

 
 Although it’s still 
very warm in the Keys, 
it’s Fall according to the 
calendar!  Hello all and 
welcome back to our 
winter residents.  I hope 

everyone had a fun and healthy summer.  
  Our garden groomers have been busy 
keeping up with mowing, trimming, weeding.  
The club officers have been working          
diligently to insure that the club continues to 
run smoothly even when things are quiet.  A 
HUGE thank you to everyone who continues 
to work so hard over the summer months. 
 Now that our season is beginning I 
want to share a few things: 
*  WE NEED HOMES, CONDOS, GARDENS 
for our house & garden tour!!!!  So far we 
have NOTHING.  As you know, this is our 
largest fund raising event and something 
that the entire community looks forward 
to attending.  PLEASE offer up your 
home/condo/garden or provide leads to 
Sande Neiditz (203-820-4161) or Betsy 
Philipps (305-289-0790) we are desperate 
and really need your support. 
*  Second Vice President, Pat Dean, will not 
be returning to the Keys as they have       
purchased a place in Sun City Center, Fl.  
The board will find a replacement for Pat.  
We wish her and husband, Fred, the best of 
luck and thank them for their service to the 
garden club. 
*Third Vice President, Dale Chorebanian, 
has been working diligently with local      
companies to insure that our main room is 

painted and recarpeted in time for our         
November meeting. 
*First Vice President, Mary Ann Worthington, 
has lined up fabulous programs for us this 
season.  I’m sure we will learn a lot and have 
some fun too. 
*Two $1500 scholarships were given to   
Marathon students in June.  Thanks to      
Arlene Keeney and Barbara Wright for their 
help and thanks to all of you for purchasing 
raffle tickets.  
*Alene Teynor and Gail Shambaugh have 
been shopping for merchandise for the gift 
shop; volunteers will be needed.  If you are 
interested email or call them. 
*Carl Miller has insured that all the bills are 
paid and deposits made. 
 So everyone has been very busy!  
Again, thanks to those who keep things    
running all summer. 
I am looking forward to seeing you all. Have 
safe travels. 
 
A few dates to put on your calendar: 
November 29: Holiday Treasures Sale 
December 13: Christmas Dinner Party at the 
garden club 
January 24: Jamboree 
March 6: wine & cheese party for  volunteers 
March 7: House & Garden Tour 
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Notes: 
 

Please bring your Campbell’s  
Labels for Education  

& Box Tops for Education  
to our monthly meetings. 

 

Also, items are still needed for KAIR! 
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1st Vice President’s Report 
 

 Welcome back everyone!  The first 
meeting of the Season will take place on    
Friday, October 17

th
 at 1:00 p.m.  Please plan 

on arriving early to enjoy refreshments and to  
learn how your friends spent their summer. 
 This month we welcome Janice       
Duquesnel, Middle and Lower Keys Biologist, 
D.E.P., Florida Park Service.  Saving rare 
and endangered Keys plants requires       
persistence and ingenuity.  Janice, who has 
been with the Florida Park Service for almost 
20 years, will relate stories of the Park’s   
successes and disappointments in her       
interesting program - “Rare Keys Plants And 
Their Conservation”.  Guests are welcome. 
 

 

 The HOLIDAY TREASURES SALE is 
fast approaching and we need your help!  On 
Monday, November 24

th
 and Tuesday,       

November 25
th
 we will be accepting those 

gently used Christmas decorations and  
ornaments for our fund raiser to be held on 
Saturday, November 29, 2014 from 9 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m.  If you are not planning to return to 
the Keys in time for the sale and have items 
you would like to donate, please contact 
Sande Neiditz (Sneiditz@gmail.com) or Mary 
Ann Worthington (wewbuilder@aol.com).   
 We will also be accepting Holiday 
clothing and accessories for the “Razzle 
Dazzle Boutique”.  The more “Bling”, the 
better.  Linnea will be selling plants from the 
nursery, so decorative pots and containers 
will also be accepted.  If you have a special 
recipe for Holiday Goodies, those items will  
be appreciated.  We will be looking for things 
that make nice gifts and/or keep well such as: 
jams, jellies, spiced nuts, rum cakes, fruit 
cakes, truffles, etc. Surprise us!  Those items 
can be dropped off on Friday, November 28

th
.  

 In addition, we will be hosting orchid, 
jewelry & handmade ornament vendors to 

start your holiday shopping. There will be a 
Chinese Raffle and a “Money Tree”           
benefitting our Scholarship Fund. The 
“Money Tree” will be comprised of gift       
certificates placed on a Norfolk Pine donated 
by Linnea from the club nursery.  Co-chair, 
Dale Chorebanian will be looking for gift    
certificates to put on this tree. Possibly you 
have received some that you have not used 
or want to donate one from a store or      
business you frequent.  This would be so 
helpful in making the “Money Tree” a big  
success and it will help grow our scholarship 
fund.  Please contact Dale by email at                   
dalechorebanian@hotmail.com . 
 Please mark your calendar for         
November 29

th
. This should be a fun day and 

get you into the Holiday Spirit.   

              Mary Ann Worthington 

  
Note from former member Arlene Conklin 

 

 

Hi friends, 
We celebrated our 49th anniversary this 
weekend!!! Time sure flies, what a difference 
a year makes. Last year we celebrated it in a 
Rehab hospital, Dick has improved a lot 
since, Praise the Lord!!!! We went up to   
Neptune Beach, north of J-Ville to celebrate. 
He continues speaking clearer and walks 
around the block every morning by himself. 
We are so glad he is going for speech      
therapy at Univ. Central FL. (1 hr. 15 min. 
away), it is one in seven advance research 
clinics in the country. Our oldest grandchild, 
Drew is in his first year there. 
A couple weeks ago we went to Delray 
Beach to see our old neighborhood and   
places we use to go, he remembered every-
thing.  Thanks again for all your prayers and 
caring, get-
t ing us 
through the 
first year. 
 
Arlene & 
Dick 
 
{9/7/2014} 

mailto:Sneiditz@gmail.com
mailto:wewbuilder@aol.com
mailto:dalechorebanian@hotmail.com
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 The scholarship committee is pleased to announce 
this year's recipient is Jonathan Rios, class of 2014, at 
Marathon High School.  Jonathan graduated at the top of 
his class and will be attending the University of Florida 
with a major in Environmental Studies.  While in high 
school, he was a well-rounded young man active in    
football, basketball, Jazz Ensemble, National Honor     
Society, and his church youth group.  He was in several         
leadership positions and volunteered many hours as a 
peer tutor and in Relay for Life.  He was recognized with 
numerous academic awards including Sunshine State 
Scholars, Dartmouth Award, and National Society of High 
School Scholars. 
  Seeking a degree in Chemical or Environmental 
Engineering, Jonathan states that "a degree in this     
subject would allow me to make a significant contribution 
to improve the environmental quality and public health to 
benefit communities like Marathon.  Our community has 
the ability to prosper due to tourism and having a very 
attractive and healthy environment in the Keys is vital to 
our tourism industry." Jonathan is greatly appreciative of 
the support that the Marathon Garden Club scholarship 
will provide.  Jonathan began his studies this summer and was eager to begin the fall        
semester.  He will be awarded his scholarship check following successful completion of the 
first semester. 

  
 This year the Garden Club was able to award a second 
scholarship to last year's winner, Sean Roussin.  Sean        
completed a very successful freshman year at the University of 
Central Florida where he carried a rigorous course load         
including biology and chemistry  He started his sophomore year 
in the fall and is continuing his studies in the area of science 
and math. He is most appreciative of the continued support of 
our club with this additional scholarship. 
  
  

 The scholarship committee would like to thank the generosity of our members whose 
work and donations made these scholarships possible.  

by Barbara Wright 
 

Gift Shop 
 

 The gift shop plans to reopen by the October 17 membership meeting.  New 

items are arriving daily.  If you would like to help in the shop, contact  Alene Teynor or 
Gail Shambaugh. 

alene.teynor@yahoo.com                                 GailShambaugh@yahoo.com  

Barbara Wright & Jonathan Rios 

Sean Roussin 
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 Mark your Calendar 
 

Thursdays: 8:30-10:30 am-Garden Groomers 
welcome your help with the grounds and the 
nursery 
 
Friday, October 17 MGC Meeting 1 pm 
 
Monday, October 20 FFGC Fall 2014 District 
XII Meeting at the fabulous Biltmore Hotel, 
hosted by Coral Gables Garden Club 
 
Oct. 26-28  Fall Symposium at Hilton          
Orlando, Altamonte Springs.  Open to all 
members.  See Florida Gardener 
 
Nov. 29 Holiday Treasures Sale 
 
Dec. 12 Holiday Centerpieces Workshop with 
Pat Greeley 
 
Dec. 13 Christmas Dinner 
 
Jan. 24 January Jamboree 
 
Mar. 7 House & Garden Tour 
 
Apr. 18-19 Rhythm of the Tropics, FFGC 
89th Annual Convention hosted by members 
of District XI and District XII (that’s us) at the 
Embassy Suites, Boca Raton 

            

Yearbooks 
 

The 2014-2015 Yearbook will be available 
at the October meeting.  It can also be 

viewed and/or printed as a pdf file to be 
sent directly to MGC members. 

 
Contact Nancy Miller with any corrections: 

E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com 
 

Membership Updates 

 
 We were delighted to have four new 
members join the garden club during the 
summer.  They are all full time residents! 
Three of them joined in time to be listed in 

the Yearbook.  Please extend a warm       
welcome to: 
Dave and Carolyn 
Maki from Duck 
Key.  They found 
us through their    

purchases in the 
nursery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A n d  K a r e n 
Wunderlich, from 
KCB who has vol-
unteered in the 
nursery all sum-
mer...even before 
she joined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB 

 www.MarathonGardenClub.org 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 500826 

Marathon, FL 33050-0826 

Member of 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII 
**************************** 

Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or 

E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com 


