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The President’s Letter

Let's all talk to friends and neighbors
and invite them to visit our membership
meetings. See you all Next Year!!

Dear Members,
What a wonderful
time of year!!
Visiting
family and friends is good
for the soul. Many of us
enjoyed the club cocktail
party and silent auction. Lots of eating and
visiting!! Thanks to the lovely donations from
the community and members, we had a
significant contribution to the scholarship
fund from the silent auction ($740.00). We
are well on our way to reaching this year’s
goal. We plan to continue to offer funds to
all of the students who are eligible. Let us
continue to "Inspire Community Awareness"
as we begin the new year.
I look forward to all of the activities
planned for January. Be sure to sign up for
the propagation workshop organized by Anne
Reams. This will be held on Jan 12th at
10:00.
It is also very important for all
members to contact Janet, Carol, or Dee to
sign up to work at the January Jamboree. All
hands are needed to make this a success.
The community looks forward to this event
every year and with everyone's efforts it
continues to grow.
A big thank you goes out to Janie
Byland for securing all of the homes we need
for our house tour. Tenacity is her middle
name and her smile is her winning strategy.

Sande
Club Theme
“Inspire Community Awareness”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Wed., Jan 6, 9 am MGC Board Meeting
Tues., Jan 12, 10 am, Sex in the Garden
Workshop. Plant Propagation...see page 2
Fri, Jan. 15, 1 pm, Membership Meeting...All
About Bromeliads
Sat., Jan 16, 9 - noon, UF/IFAS Plant Clinic
at Home Depot garden center by MGC
Master Gardeners. Bring plants for ID and/or
pest or disease issues in a zip-topped bag.
Sat., Jan. 23. January Jamboree, 8:30 am
see page 2
Feb. 19, 1 pm, MGC Meeting...ORCHIDS
Feb. 23, What’s Cooking Workshop see p. 3
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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1st Vice President’s Report

January Jamboree

The January 15th meeting program,
All About Bromeliads will be presented by
Thomas Guice from Bullis Bromeliads in
Homestead. He will bring many varieties for
his demonstration and for sale

Be sure to mark your calendar for
Saturday, January 23, 2016 from 8:30 am to
3 pm. This is our largest plant sale of the
year, with lots of vendors from the ‘mainland’
and the Keys. Additional vendors will have
jewelry, crafts and assorted gift items for
sale. Local non-profit organizations will be
represented, as well. Janet Oechsle is
coordinating the vendors.
Carole Gieck & Dee O’Shea are in
charge of the Flea Market. The Club interior
will be filled with gently used treasures. Plan
to deliver your donations the week of January
18th. Dates and times will be announced at
the January Club meeting.
The Centennial Bank Wiener
Wagon will be there and will sell
hamburgers for $3, hotdogs for $2 and water
for $1.
The Gift Shop will be open longer
hours to take advantage of the sale traffic.
Also, there will be a raffle to benefit our
Scholarship Fund.
We need lots of help to make the
January Jamboree the huge success it has
been in recent years. Contact one of the
chair persons listed above or sign up at the
January meeting and don’t forget to bring
your gently used treasures.

Sandy Bourgeois

2nd Vice President’s Report
A WEALTH OF WORKSHOPS!
Hopefully by now you know that we
are having 3 free member workshops this
season. One each in January, February and
March.
Now is the time to sign up for the
January 12th, Sex in the Garden, event. At
10:00 am at the Club, Sue Casey of Casey’s
Corner in Homestead will demonstrate a
variety of techniques of plant propagation;
including by seed, by cuttings, by clipping
and snipping. Please bring your questions
and any plant photo or sample which you
hope to propagate. Sue will be happy to help
you. She will also be available to take
special orders for specific plants that she will
bring with her to our January Jamboree on
the 23rd. Sign up by January 5th by emailing
Anne Reams at anne.reams@gmail.com or
adding you name to the sign up sheet in the
Club lobby.
Our other workshops include What’s
Cooking with Beth Nagle Griffin on February
23rd and Flower Power on March 22nd. Beth
will be speaking to us on incorporating more
plant-based protein in recipes and cooking
with local produce. Please see the more
detailed article about this workshop in this
newsletter. In our March workshop we will
focus on informal flower arranging and
having fun with flowers. You can register
now for either or both of these workshops by
emailing Anne Reams.
Hope to see you at all three
workshops.

Anne Reams
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February 23rd Workshop News

This talk is not just for people who are into
raw food or a strict vegan or vegetarian diet.
It's perfect for anyone who wants to discover
how eating more natural plant-based foods
can become an easy, healthy--and fun--part
of your busy life.

What’s Cooking:
Plants from plot to plate to palate!
Would you like to be able to quickly prepare
nutritious, great-tasting, plant-based meals
no matter what's going on in your life? Have
you ever wondered how to incorporate more
plant-based foods into your meals and still
get enough protein? For answers, come to
our February workshop.

You can sign up by emailing Anne Reams at
anne.reams@gmail.com .

Horticulture Tips
Do any of you recall the years we had
horticulture displayed in our tent in the
garden during flower shows?
We had
problems with raccoons and cats feasting on
our prized show plants and walking across
the tables until we discovered that bars or
shavings of Irish Spring soap would keep the
critters away.
In the FFGC publication, “Tidbits, I
just read a tip from Ingrid Veleez, Brooksville
Garden Club. She says, “To deter deer from
feasting on shrubs I tie a bar of Irish Spring
Original (not aloe) in a knee-high stocking to
the shrub...no more deer!!!. It really works - I
have 20+ deer nightly and they did a job on
my camellia shrubs until I used Irish Spring.”
Do you think it would help keep the
iguanas away?

You can actually enjoy making totally
satisfying plant-based meals even when
you're busy, stressed, traveling, or trying to
accommodate loved ones who eat differently
from you AND stay healthy, lose weight and
gain more energy.
Beth Nagle Griffin can show you how. Beth
is a certified raw food chef and teacher and
healthy lifestyle coach who loves to share
her passion and knowledge on preparing
flavorful and easy plant-based meals to help
people look and feel better.
The Marathon Garden club is excited to
have Beth host this free workshop at the
Club at 1:30 on February 23rd.
Beth will show you that you don't have to toil
in the kitchen in order to enjoy mouthwatering, high-protein meals and snacks
made with delicious fruits and vegetables.

MGC Polo Shirts

In her talk, Power Up! Fast, Easy and
Delicious High-Protein, Plant-Based Meals
For Every Body, you'll learn:
the benefits of a plant-based diet
the 'real deal' about protein requirements
which plant-based whole foods are high
in protein
how to incorporate more plant-based
whole foods into meals for everyone

Sally Wood is taking orders for green
garden club shirts with the club logo. To get
them in time for the January Jamboree, she
must have your order by Monday, Jan. 4th.
Shirts are available in s, m, lg & xl. They are
$24. Contact Sally: Sallywood520@aol.com.
Mail your check to the MGC post
office box (500826) with a memo it is for a
shirt. Make it payable to Marathon Garden
Club.

Since tasting is believing, you'll also get to
enjoy samples of Beth's delicious and
nutritious fare.
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Fall Festival/Holiday Treasures Photos by Natalie Danko

Cindy, Germaine, Rosemary with Raffle items

Rosemary Sande with Scarf Vendor
Paula Leftwich
had her beautiful
art work for sale.

Bees N The Keys sold fresh local honey.
This Vendor sold
specially formulated
salt scrubs. →

Bonnie, Toni & Barbara were cashiers;
it looks like they were also buyers.

The Gourmet
Goodie Table
was a sight to
behold.

See the great variety of holiday decorations.
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Virginia, Alene, Gail, Arlene &. Dee in Gift Shop

These vendors
sold home-made
dog treats.

Photos by Natalie

This vendor featured hand-painted palm spathes
& lighted bottles, jewelry and gifts galore.

Lots of lovely baubles and beads

Mary Ann with a Floral Design
in a conch shell.

Mary Ann and Loi with the living wreaths they created.
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Membership Report

Past President Suzanne Johnston
1999-2001

Last month we introduced Carol
Clark, a retired computer
programmer from Maryland.
We now have her photo to
share with you. Be sure to
welcome Carol when you see
her.
I would like to invite
members of our garden club to
reach out to friends and neighbors in the
Marathon community to bring their guests to
our next meeting on January 15th. Our club
has something of interest for everyone. Its
also a great place to make new friends,
especially if you get involved in activities. I
hope to see new faces in January.
Many thanks to all of you who have
sent in your dues for the coming year.

Suzanne sent me this great photo of
her and Buddy Bombard landing at the end
of a hot air balloon flight in the Alps. This is
the one I cropped and used in the yearbook.
She also sent Buddy’s business card which
shows some of his fabulous balloons.

Donna Barnes
Membership Chair
NOTE
Yearbooks and paper copies of the MGC
Bylaws will be available at the meetings.
Any member wishing to receive an electronic
version of either document, should contact
Nancy Miller.
Tropical Short Course - Jan 27-28
A National Garden Club Opportunity

I asked Suzanne’s permission to share these
with those of you who remember her. She
has enjoyed numerous trips to Europe and
balloon rides with Buddy over the past years,
however, “because of ISIS we haven’t had a
trip since September, 2013...in Turkey...but
now with all the poor refuges flooding into
Europe we don’t think any Americans would
want to venture where we used to fly….”
Suzanne also says, ”I miss you all!
The college scholarship figure is outstanding.
Maybe somehow I can get back for a little.”

A number of our MGC members
have attended previous Tropical Short
Courses at Mounts Botanical Garden in
West Palm Beach. They have all raved
about the experience. In past years, it has
often conflicted with our Jamboree or other
local activities. This year is a great chance to
take advantage of the program, featuring
Heed your Weeds, Coastal Dune Management, Native Bees, Using Tropicals in the
Sogetsu School of Ikebana, Common Plant
Disease Problems in South Florida, Creating
a Pocket Size Paradise, Landscape Design
and Travel the Trail with Gina & Tina: A
Floral Travelogue. For details see: http//
ffgc.wildapricot.org/events.

We miss you too, Suzanne and are
glad to hear you are doing well. Happy New
Year!
Nancy Miller and other old timers
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by Natalie Danko

Above: Charles and Sandra
Neiditz, MGC President &
Event Chairman
Above right: Silent Auction
Tables sponsored by various
members
Immediate right: Dale Chorebanian, Norman and Betsy
Philipps, Susie Ley and
Marilyn Fraelich

Above: Eleanor Campbell, Georgette Buchanan, Gayle &
Jerry Kuntz
Right: Bill and Natalie Danko, our photographer
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More Holiday Party Photos by Natalie...THANKS, Natalie!

Kelly Cunningham, (Linnea & Dick’s
daughter), Sarah Lytle, Linnea Cunningham
Rosemary Thomas, Immediate Past MGC
President, Hugh and Anne Reams
(Anne, 2nd VP, is doing our workshops)
Below:
Nancy Miller,
Editor &
Carl Miller,
Assistant
Treasurer

Above:
Sande fixed plates of cookies for each of the
Susie & Jack
Ley. Susie is attendees to take home, Many members baked
our PR/Publicity cookies for the 68 members & guests.. A good
time was had by all.
Chairman
Thanks to Sande & Charlie

MGC ‘15 - ‘17 Board of Directors
Sande Neiditz, President
Sandy Bourgeois, 1st Vice President
Anne Reams, 2nd Vice President
Dale Chorebanian, 3rd Vice President
Sarah Lytle, Recording Secretary
Cindy Wooten, Corresponding Secretary
Loyal Eldridge/Carl Miller, Treasurers
Directors: Loi Baltes, Scarlett Duffy,
Janet Oechsle, Sally Wood
Past President, Rosemary Thomas

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
www.MarathonGardenClub.org
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 500826
Marathon, FL 33050-0826
Member of
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII
****************************

Newsletter Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
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