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The President’s Letter
Dear Members,

ROAD TRIP Opportunity

New Years’ greetings. To
start out on a happy note,
I’m pleased to say that we
have received a $4000
grant from the National
Garden Clubs to help with
the rebuilding of our garden. Thanks to a
Nancy Miller for writing the grant. We’ve also
received $100 donation from the Coral
Gables Garden Club. Added to the generous
donations from our club members and other
donors, we should be planting very soon,
(hopefully next week).
Loyal has repaired the wooden fence
but I’m afraid it will take longer for the chain
link around the nursery and the aluminum
fence around the front to be repaired. We
have bought a new blower and are planning
on getting a mower. Anne Reams is trying to
get the roof repair scheduled. (just an
u
p
d
a
t
e
)
.
Thanks everyone for making the
Christmas party a success. (See photo on
page 4.) It was a bit cold but just part of the
Christmas Spirit.
Look forward to seeing you all at the
General Meeting on the 19th.

- Tuesday, January 9
Please join us for a private tour of the
Key West Butterfly and Nature Conservatory
located at 1316 Duval Street. Jim Wallace
will be guiding our group through the climatecontrolled/glass enclosed habitat. We will
experience 60 butterfly species, flowering
plants and trees, cascading waterfalls and
small free flying birds. Following the tour we
will enjoy lunch at El Siboney on Catherine
Street. This is a traditional Cuban Restaurant
that has recently received national mention
on ABC's food show - "The Chew".
Please meet in the Club's parking lot
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday morning so we can
carpool, or meet the group at 11:00 a.m. at
the Conservatory. They are providing a
group discount.
Please note that you are welcome to
attend just the Butterfly Tour or lunch, but
Janet does need to know your preferences
so she can provide both places with a head
count, so please email or call her
(janetoechsle@gmail.com or 305-904-4151.

Janet Oechsle
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Scarlett Duffy
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Saturday, January 27 - 8:30am - 3:00pm
Our annual Bazaar and Rummage
Sale will offer plant and specialty vendors in
our recovering gardens, and the sale of
"gently used items" in our Clubhouse to our
Community. Tell your friends and neighbors
to check it out!
Carole Gieck and Dee O'Shea will be
happy to receive your generous donations for
the RUMMAGE SALE from Monday, January
22 to Friday, January 26. Please do not
bring items to the membership meeting
because the building is rented over the
weekend AND please do not leave items on
the front porch of the Clubhouse.
Janet Oechsle and Anne Reams are
chasing down new vendors, and would
appreciate any suggestions you might
have. They have already secured many of
our past vendor favorites, including: Casey's
Corner Nursery and Landscaping, Sun 'n
Shade Tropicals, Johns Jungle Market
Baskets, Bill's Tomatoes, Lyn Sullivan's
Woodcraft and Shells, Tobe Creed's Jewelry
and Pirate Handcrafts, Peters Crotons, Juanita's Orchids, G's Dream Honey Farm and
many more! You will also have the
opportunity to buy plants from our Club.
ALSO - the luncheon/wagon will be
available - THANK YOU Centennial Bank for
your constant support!
Please note the new Jamboree
Banner on the Clubhouse - Thank you Suzy
L
e
y
!
All our best -

There was no membership meeting
in December. Minutes for the November
meeting, published in the December
newsletter, will be voted on at the January
19 meeting.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Tues., Jan. 9, 2018 Tour Key West Butterfly
& Nature Conservatory (see p. 1)
Wed., Jan. 10, 10:30 MGC Board Mtg.
Friday, Jan. 19, 1:00 pm
Membership
Meeting, Landscaping with Orchids.
Sat., Jan 20 9-noon Plant Clinic at Home
Depot
Sat., Jan. 27 January Jamboree (see p. 2)
Wed., Feb. 7, 10:30 MGC Board Mtg.
Friday, Feb. 16, 1:00 pm
Membership
Meeting, Growing Herbs in the Keys.
Tues., Jan. 20 Tour Key West Gardens.
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NOTE
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airfare and transfers = $1480; without air =
$1114. Deposit of $100 is due January
10th.
Note: MGC Member, Judy Durant says,
“Since I live in Virginia I am very familiar with
the Virginia Historic Garden Week. It takes
place all over Virginia during that week and it
is fabulous!
Many of my friends have
opened their homes during the past years.”

Friday, January 19th
Florida Arbor Day
What do we plant when we plant a tree?
We plant the ship, which will cross the sea.
We plant the mast to carry the sails;
We plant the planks to withstand the gales—
The keel, the keelson, and beam and knee;
We plant the ship when we plant the tree.

Carl’s Report

What do we plant when we plant the tree?
We plant the houses for you and me.
We plant the rafters, the shingles, the floors,
We plant the studding, the lath, the doors,
The beams and siding, all parts that be;
We plant the house when we plant the tree.

Hurricane Irma Cleanup, Repair, Recovery:
Since late September, I have tried to
keep you informed about the Garden Club’s
status, efforts and activities surrounding
Hurricane Irma. Your response financially
and to assist at the Club has been
phenomenal! Thank you to all who have
helped.
By the end of September, we had
removed most of the downed trees and cut
up those that were blocking access to
remove other debris. Tons of dead foliage
were removed to U. S. 1 or the back street.
Almost all of this debris has been removed.
Thanks to the generosity of MGC
Members and friends, we have received
$13,295 in donations to the “Hurricane Irma
Cleanup, Repair & Recovery Fund”.
Contributions are still ‘trickling’ in. We have
NOT closed out this effort. Any one who
wishes to contribute or add to an earlier
donation is more than welcome. You may
drop off a contribution at the Club during Gift
Shop hours (10-2) or mail to the MGC, P.O.
Box 500826.
In addition, we have received a
$4,000 Natural Disaster Grant from the
National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC). These
funds are restricted to replacement of
landscaping (flowers, shrubs, trees, etc.).
We have spent $4,765 so far on
clearing trees, top soil and power tools. We
are still trying to secure contractors for fence
and gate repairs, as well as roof repairs. We
need a new lawn mower. The Club’s Master
Gardeners have prepared a list of plants
needed to replenish our gardens. These will
be purchased and planted as we move into

What do we plant when we plant the tree?
A thousand things that we daily see;
We plant the spire that out-towers the crag,
We plant the staff for our country’s flag
We plant the shade, from the hot sun free;
We plant all these when we plant the tree.
by Henry Abbey

NOTE: We would appreciate your
keeping a record of the trees you
plant this year. We are especially
interested in any flowering trees
planted in the Keys.

Garden Club of the Upper Keys
April 22-26 Virginia Garden Tour
Members of Marathon Garden Club
are invited to join the Garden Club of the
Upper Keys for a spring travel program to
the Garden Club of Virginia Historic Garden
Week. Sunday, April 22, fly non-stop Miami
to Reagan International Airport; Thurs, April
26, return non-stop to Miami. Four nights
accommodations - Doubletree Hotel @
Tyson Corner.
Breakfast buffet each
morning, lunch provided tour days, tour
tickets, ground transportation, taxes and
driver gratuities included. Trip cost is per
person, double occupancy. Cost of trip with
3

between Marathon & Massachusetts. We
will try to get her picture at the next
Since the 1st of June when the meeting.
Jon and Mary Lyn Graves, KCB
FFGC year officially began, we have
acquired 5 new members. Margie Casey neighbors of Janie Byland, joined the Club
in December. Tina Davis, who lives
joined in August, just in time
in California and KCB, attended our
to be listed in the yearbook as
October meeting with her husband, Pat,
a new member (see p.
and joined in December. Please welcome
52). She is a full time resiour new members. We look forward to
dent who is
active in the
seeing them soon.
community, as well as in the
garden club.
Dues invoices will be mailed in the
Shirley Singleton helped Betsy near future. You can pay at the January
Philipps with refreshments at the October meeting if you wish. Dues remain at $40
meeting a few weeks before she became a for an individual member and $65 for a
member. Shirley's gardens were on the family membership.
2017 house tour. She splits her time

Membership Report

The MGC Christmas Party was catered by Irie
Island Eats. About 60 members and guests
dined under the stars and Christmas lights.
President Duffy & Neil are shown above.
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