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The President’s Letter

We have finally found someone who will work
on our gate and aluminum fence and this
should start immediately. The garden has
many new plants, including three trees that
will grow and spread a colorful canopy,
bushes that flower and several native palms.

Dear Members,
The Jamboree was a
great success thanks to
all the hard work from
everyone. We made over
$7000 and had a good
time doing it. Hard work
and persistence with a
smile on your face. Thank you everyone.

Please call me for any info needed regarding
Game Day or the SUP.

Scarlett Duffy

Next we have “Game Day”. It’s one of the
fund raisers to help with the deficit due to the
cancellation of “the House and Garden
Tour”. It will be at the Club, March 3rd from
12 - 3:30 pm. We will have about 16 tables
playing their choice of game, i.e. mahjong,
bridge and left-right-center. You pick the
game and get three friends to play with you
(tables of 3 or more). Tickets include lunch
of lasagna, salads and dessert, a silent
auction of original art that traditionally has
been auctioned at the Tour and a continuing
raffle of the Stand Up Paddle Board
(SUP). We will have lunch between 12 and
1:00 pm with games to follow. Tickets are
available at the gift shop or at the February
meeting. Come join the fun.

“Come Grow with Us”

February Road Trip Opportunity!
On Tuesday, February 20, we will be
treated to a guided tour of the Key West
Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden at 5210
College Road.
The Guide will share the importance of
biodiversity and the transformation of the
gardens since Hurricane Irma. We are open
for suggestions for lunch - please share any
ideas! In the afternoon we will visit West
Martello Tower, home of the Key West
Garden Club, located at 1100 Atlantic
Blvd. Plan on meeting at 9:30 am at the
Marathon
Clubhouse
to
organize
transportation. It would be helpful to have an
approximate number planning on attending,
so call or email Janet: 305-904-4151 or
janetoechsle@gmail.com.

As I mentioned, we are also raffling off a
Stand Up Paddle Board. Tickets are $25,
with no more than a hundred to be sold. The
winner will be drawn at the March 16th
General Meeting. You can buy tickets at the
February meeting on the 16th, Game Day
March 3rd or the March 16 meeting. Value is
$600+ and I will give you the first lesson if
you need it. It’s great cruising around Sisters
Creek, the canals or Bay.

Janet Oechsle
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>
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Sat., March 3, Noon - 4 PM GAME DAY
Friday, Mar. 16, 1:00 pm
Membership
Meeting, Growing Host Plants to Attract
Local Butterflies.
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Tues, Mar 20 Field Trip - Mote Center, Sommerland Key

Carl’s Report
As President Duffy and the
Chairladies have already reported, our
Saturday, January 27 Jamboree exceeded
expectations. In the aftermath of the truly
destructive Hurricane Irma (September 10,
2017), we weren’t sure how much Members
and friends would have left to donate. All
were pleasantly surprised that the Rummage
Sale area in the main room and the Boutique
(up-scale and unique items on the stage)
were jam packed with a wide variety of
goods.
We even had a modest table of baked
goods and other edible goodies. My wife
stirred up a dozen loaves of her (could I say
‘famous’?) English muffin bread. I have to
figure out how to help her get to three dozen
next year, ‘cause I’m told they were all gone
soon after the doors opened.
At last year’s January Jamboree, we
took in a total of $6,170. This year we
realized $7,391. A huge result based on
mammoth effort from MANY.
We had six “departments”, Boutique
Plant Sales, Raffle, Rummage, Vendors &
Centennial Bank Wiener Wagon.
The
income results break down as follows:
Boutique
= $ 985.00
Plant Sales
= $ 299.55
Raffle
= $ 840.00
Rummage
= $3,773.45
Vendors
= $ 955.00
Wiener Wagon = $ 538.00
TOTAL = $ 7,391.00
If you have friends around town who
turned out to stock up after the storm, thank
them for their patronage.

JANUARY JAMBOREE
THANK YOU to all for making this
year a memorable experience. Members
were there to help in all aspects of the day
with a big smile: quick early morning set up,
smart parking guides, effortless lunch
servers, thoughtful breaks and snacks for
vendors, and spotless clean-up! The plant
vendors had a fabulous day providing new
treasures for the community's gardens,
almost selling out of their stock.
The Rummage Sale was outstanding
due to the membership's generous
donations. Five days of preparing made our
Clubhouse rival "Lord & Taylor" (... at least
the Boutique).
It was a joy to provide this Event for
Marathon due to everyone's kindness! WE
THANK YOU!

Carole, Dee, Anne and Janet
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Wed., Feb. 7, 10:30 MGC Board Mtg.
Thurs. Feb. 15, 10 - noon Floral Design
Workshop, see page 7.
Friday, Feb. 16, 1:00 pm
Membership
Meeting, Growing & Care of Herbs in the
Keys (Herbs will be available for purchase)

***********************************
One last comment: The Hurricane
Irma Cleanup, Repair & Recovery Fund
(about which I have written before) stands at
$13,495. I’m going to throw in a last $5 and

Sat., Feb. 18 9-noon Plant Clinic at Home
Depot by MGC Master Gardeners
Tues., Feb. 20 Tour Key West Gardens.
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Connie Kirkland lives on Little
Torch Key year around and is
interested in our sales, house/
garden tour, community
projects
and
flower shows.
Mary Pfau, from Maryland,
enjoys January to May in
Marathon and is eager to
participate in many of our
activities.

Scholarship Report
The scholarship committee is pleased
to announce that our 2017 scholarship
winners have successfully completed the
first semester of study at Florida State
University.
Both recipients, Mackenzie
Helms and Alyssa Turner, are majoring in
Environmental Science. Both completed
chemistry and calculus among other
challenging subjects and both achieved all
A’s! We are very proud of their efforts as
they continue their college studies. The
scholarship checks have been issued by our
treasurer.
We are proud of their
achievement!
The scholarship money
means a great deal to these deserving girls.
They both expressed great appreciation.
Thanks to all members of the Marathon
Garden Club for their fundraising efforts and
generous donations that provide
scholarships to support our local students in
higher education.

Georgie Sage Wambold and
husband, Gene, from Key Colony Beach are active in the
community. Georgie looks forward to helping with the Fall
Festival.
Pam Wilson just joined 2 days
ago and she has already
signed up to volunteer in the
gift shop. Pam spends most of
the year in Key Colony Beach,
but escapes to
Vermont for a few months in
the summer.

Barbara Wright & Arlene Keeney

Membership Report

Joanne Zimmerman and her
husband, Jim, are Marathon
residents. She is interested in
the Fall Festival, Floral Design workshops
and Flower Show.

Our membership continues to grow
and we are delighted to welcome new folks
to our group! Since the January newsletter,
we have acquired 3 more family members:
Hal Hovland, Mary Ann’s husband; Charles
Maggio, Debbie’s husband and Bill Trefrey,
Patti’s husband. Some of them already
helped with parking last Saturday!
And we have 7 brand new members
to introduce. We have photos
of some of them to help with
identification.
Jody Cook and her husband,
Edward, are neighbors and
friends of Rosemary Thomas,
and are here all year. Jody was Rosemary’s
guest on the road trip to Key West and is
interested in many of our activities.
Barbara Holum joined
after attending our January
meeting. She spends about 6
months in Marathon.
(no
photo yet)

We now have a photo of Mary Ann
Baumgartner who joined last year. She’s
already in your yearbook.
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Scarlett asked 2nd Vice President Janet
Oechsle to report on the upcoming January Jamboree.
Shaping up to be a “spectacular event,” Janet stated
that there were several new vendors booked as well as
many old favorites returning to participate on January
27th. Thomas Bullis promised to bring special
bromeliads. Dee O’Shea would be flying in from
New York to assist Carole Gieck with organizing the
popular upscale rummage sale. As usual, members
were encouraged to assist with set-up, sales, parking
and clean-up during the Jamboree and the week
leading up to the event.
For the Gift Shop Committee, Arlene Keeney
encouraged everyone to check out the bargain table in
the Gift Shop. She also asked members to consider
volunteering to help staff the Shop, especially during
the busier Season that is beginning in earnest.
Scarlett announced that Bea Murphy is
organizing Mahjongg at the Club on Thursday
afternoons, 1:00-3:00. Check with Bea if you are
interested in joining. Scarlett said that, as a result of
Nancy and Carl Miller’s magnificent donation to
endow the Scholarship Fund, the decision has been
made to shift proceeds from the membership meetings
raffles to benefit the Club’s operations fund. For now,
the meeting raffles will change to a 50/50 format, with
a few surprises added periodically. This meeting’s
raffle, for example, included several orchids donated
by Vern Bloch. As an additional fundraiser, the Club
is selling chances for a brand new and sturdy
inflatable paddle board for $50. (N.B.: Per Scarlett, a
decision was made after this meeting to change the
paddle board raffle ticket price to $25. Those who
had already purchased tickets for $50 have been
issued an additional ticket.) As this year’s House and
Garden Tour has been cancelled, Scarlett noted that
the tour date, Saturday, March 3rd, has been reserved
for a special Game Day at the MGC from Noon to
3:30. She said that plans for the Game Day are in
progress, that there will be a total of 16 tables with
tickets priced at $20. A tasty lunch and a silent
auction of the handsome artwork previously donated
for the tour will be part of the day. She encouraged
members to plan to join the fun, reserve a table and
help raise funds for the ongoing work of the MGC.
Suzy Curry announced that the Sombrero

Minutes
General Membership Minutes -January 19, 2018
The general membership meeting of the
Marathon Garden Club was called to order by the
President, Scarlett Duffy at 1:00 pm. After leading
the members in the Pledge of Allegiance, President
Duffy called on Chaplain Janie Byland for the
Invocation. Janie read a prayer “to let me see the big
picture” in all things. Scarlett thanked the day’s
greeter, Suzy Curry, and the hostesses Dale Chorebanian and Toni Appell as well as everyone else who
helped with refreshments. Donna Barnes, Membership Chair, announced that there were 24 guests present and introduced two new members: Joanne Zimmerman and Connie Kirkland.
Donna reminded members to renew their
membership dues now and stated that there are 131
active club members.
In Treasurer Loyal Eldridge’s absence,
Scarlett stated that, at the January 10th Board meeting,
Loyal had announced that the Club’s finances are in
“good shape.” The MGC has received a $4,000 grant
from the National Garden Clubs for garden restoration
as well as a $100 contribution from the Coral Gables
Garden Club. As she finished her report, the day’s
speaker, Vern Bloch, came forward with a $100
contribution which Scarlett accepted with many
thanks.
Scarlett called on Recording Secretary Sarah
Lytle to summarize the minutes from the November
17, 2017 MGC membership meeting. Sarah thanked
Linnea Cunningham, Claudia Hamrick and Rosemary
Thomas for standing in as secretary during the last
few months of post-Irma exile. Following the review
of the minutes and with no corrections noted,
Rosemary Thomas made a motion to accept the minutes; Dale Chorebanian seconded and all voted to approve the motion. Within the November 17, 2017
minutes was the proposed by-law change that had
been approved by the MGC board on May 10, 2017.
Under Article V Finance and Dues, the Contracts
section, the proposed by-law states: “In order to avoid
a conflict of interest, no Club member or his/her
spouse shall enter into a contract(s) with the Club for
goods or services that exceeds $500.00 during a fiscal
year. A waiver of this limitation requires preapproval
by the Board.” Scarlett asked for discussion, noting
that this new by-law was a state mandated
requirement of all registered not-for-profit
organizations. Rosemary Thomas made a motion to
vote to approve the proposed by-law. The motion was
seconded by Dale Chorebanian and the vote to approve the new by-law was: 57 votes-Yes, 0 votes-No.

Run/Walk, the major fundraiser for KAIR, is also
scheduled for March 3rd.
She noted that
“$80,000 has been paid out to help locals;
$30,000 alone to pay electric bills” in the wake of
Hurricane Irma. Volunteers are needed to help
with the event on Friday evening and Saturday,
March 2 and 3. As Scarlett said, one can
volunteer to help with the race and then plan to
4

January Meeting Photos by Arlene Keeney

MGC Officers & Directors
2017 - 2019
President: Scarlett Duffy
First Vice President: Dale Chorebanian
Second Vice President: Janet Oechsle
Third Vice President: Anne Reams
Recording Secretary: Sarah Lytle
Corresponding Secretary: Toni Appell
Treasurer: Loyal Eldridge
Assistant Treasurer: Carl Miller
Directors: Donna Barnes, Jackie Sauer,
Sandra Swantek & Patti Trefrey

Nearly every chair was filled.

Vern Bloch gave an excellent

Power Point presentation!
For Sale -7 Tables of orchids
We bought lots more than we
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Minutes continued from page 4

bring your own tables, chairs and tents.
Please let me know as soon as possible what
you would like to sell. You can copy and
paste the info below or download the
attachment.
Please share it with your
members and have them make copies to put
in store windows in the area. If you have any
questions email me at lauraaiken@aol.com
or call 305.975.3342.

Patti Trefrey said that she and Susie Ley are
asking all club members to “like” the MGC Face Book
page, and to share the January Jamboree postings.
Janet will be promoting the January Jamboree on US 1
Radio with Bill Becker on Wednesday, January 24.
With no further business, Scarlett asked 1st
Vice President Dale Chorebanian to introduce the
day’s speaker, Vernon Bloch, who had returned to
discuss “What’s Wrong with My Orchid?” Vern
reviewed the issues of disease, physiological problems
and pests, and how to deal effectively with these issues
in the context of the home garden. Following his presentation, Vern offered a substantial discount on all the
remaining orchids brought to sell to the attendees.
Scarlett thanked Vern and his wife for their great
generosity to the MGC. Following the raffle drawing,
Anne Reams made a motion, seconded by Janet
Oechsle, to adjourn the meeting, with all voting in
favor. The meeting was adjourned at 2:20 pm.

Join Friends of Chapman Field and the
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs at
USDA Chapman Field
13601 Old Cutler Road, Miami
(Entrance of Deering Bay Drive)
Saturday, February 24, 10 am - 3 pm
Free, rain or shine.
If there is a government shutdown,
this event will be cancelled.
Shop for trees, plants, unique art work,
delicious foods from local Garden Clubs
& vendors.

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Lytle, Recording Secretary

Thank you for all your help.
Laura Aiken

MGC Plant Nursery

Dale’s
Photos

The nursery is open. Plants are for
sale every Thursday from 8:30 - 10:30 am.
We would appreciate plant donations,
especially bromeliads and other plants that
we can propagate.
We have a few orchids for sale at a
good price that Vern Bloch donated at our
January meeting. They are not blooming
now, but are fully labeled so you can look
them up.
Linnea Cunningham

from January 9 Road Trip to

Community Day

MARATHON GARDEN CLUB
Since Hurricane Irma everyone in
www.MarathonGardenClub.org
Miami has been playing catch up with
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 500826
announcements and activities. We are having
Marathon, FL 33050-0826
community day on Feb 24th. We hope many
Phone: 305-743-4971
of the Garden Clubs who participated last
Member of
year we want to join us again and if you didn't
National Garden Clubs, Inc. & Deep South Region
we are looking forward to seeing you Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. & District XII
there. Last year the Garden Clubs provided
****************************
plants, pots, and food and drink items for
Newsletter
Editor, Nancy Miller 305-289-9441 or
sale. There is no fee to pay and any money
E-mail: Cnmil@msn.com
you make, you get to keep. You will need to
6

January Jamboree
Boutique & Upscale Rummage Sale

Floral Design Workshop
Pat Greeley and Nancy Miller are planning
an informal floral design workshop
on Thursday, February 15 from 10 - noon.
If you have signed up, you will receive an
e-mail reminder with more details prior
to the workshop.
Bring a small bunch of flowers, a scissors or
snipers and newspaper to cover your table.
Oasis, a container and some greens
will be provided.
There is no charge for MGC members;
However, advance registration is required
to ensure availability of adequate supplies.
E-mail Nancy Miller at Cnmil@msn.com,
If you haven’t signed up and wish to do so.

This thought was shared with us
by Arlene Keeney
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January Jamboree Photos by Arlene Keeney
A FEW OF OUR JAMBOREE VENDORS

Above, Jamboree Chair, Janet Oechsle
(R), with Kim McCoy, vendor of lighted
night light bottles

John’s Jungle sold beautiful
African Market Baskets.

Peter’s Crotons & Cordylines

Bullis Bromeliads
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Bridge, Mahjong, Fish, Whatever your Game
Please join us
at Mile Marker 50
Saturday, March 3rd, 12 to 4
Reserve your own table for the game of your
choice & sign up 3 or more players.
Tickets are $20/person,
including Lunch & Dessert

There will be a silent
auction
of donated original art.
To reserve your table, call 989-980-6300.
All proceeds will benefit restoring our gardens
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